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It again affords me deep pleasure to exiend greet-
ingg and good  wishes to the participants in the
Tourth National Conference on Citizenship.

America, in today's world, demands an alert,
- faithful and forward-looking citizenry, alive to the
precious privileges and vital responsibilities of citi-
zenship. A nation is only as good and strong s
the individuals who make it up. Therfore, it is
gratifying that ,we haye a conference such as yours
whete representatives of all phases of our life may
come together and discuss how best ‘1o meer the
problem of these challenging times.

Yours is a nobleobjective~to seck the be'tte‘r-
ment of our country, to implement your Govern:
ments effores for. peace, to bring about freedom,
justice and opporwnity for our own people and for
all mankind,

May your ‘deliberations, symbolic of our demot-
racy, be blessed with the utmost succesy!

\

. WELCOME TO NEW YORK R

- ' WILLIAM O'DWYER '
o Mayor

o TN M

r
'

ESTERDAY ar the "1 Am an Amgrican Dyy" ceremonies with
1250000 other New Yorkers, | welcomed 30,000 new  citizens
to the broherhood of frecdom that we enjoy here in the United

= States Today 1 am happy 1o join the Department of Justice ahd the National

Education Association in this Fourdh National Conference on Citizenship,

This is a meeting where we Americans gather to examine our rights.
This is a place for us to refresh our knowledge of the great freedoms that
belong to us and to no others. " . |

You who ate here understand that, Your“duty'is to-make it clear to
others that our freedoms are worthy of our interest in government. You
know that we will have those freedoms only as long as we remain alert”
t0 our tesponsibilties as citizens. These responsibiities consist of taking
an active -part in public affairs. lfy voting not only in general elections,
but in the primaries as well. By knowing what our government is doing,
and trying o find the réasons behind its actions. By discussing pubJic local,
national, and intemational afaits with our fellow citizens. By pathering in
discussion groups such as this one, '

In welcoming you to New: York City I want you to know, that here
you arkamong friends who understand your way of thinking, We have
here, I believe, one of the most enlightened electorates in the world. This

i5 an electorate that knows its powers, and knows that it will remain power-

ful only while it ,remains‘ free. Such people are your good friends. They -
join me in wishing you and your conference the happiness thar comes of
good work well done.

!
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THE CONFERENCE, ITS PLAN AND THEME &

q
- Proidanty $tare Teachers College, Towson, Maryland, and Chasrman
of the Conference Committee

EARLE T, HAWKINS

.

o

»

Citizenship with a feeling of gratification at being able to sponsor
such o meeting and a fecling of hemility in realizing the responsibilities in-
volved in convening several hundred representative American citizens,

At the previous three national conferences—Philadelphia in 1946, Bos-
ton in 1947, and last year's great conference in Washington—various phases
of citizenship have been considered and discussed by, the participants. All of
the conferences have had the following three objectives:

Hv&Nntionnl Lducation Association and the United States Depart.
| medt of Justice welcome you to the Fourth National Conference on

To re-examine the functions and dutids of
in_today’s wotld.

To assist in the development of more dynamic procedures for
making citizenship more effective;

To indicate the ways and means by #hich various organizations
may contribute concretely to the development of a more active,
alert, enlightened, conscientious, and progressive citizenry in our
country. ' '

All of the conferences have been working conferences. Yous planning
committee has agah 0 atranged the schedule that 2 major part of the confer-
ence sessions will be spent bysthe delegates in small discussion. groups. The
committee places a great deal of faith in the outcomes of the work-group
discussions and feels that the conference will succeed to the extent that

Ametican citizenghip

these meetings stimulate creative thought and effective action,

The organization has the following characteristics:

1. Each delegate is assigned upon registration to a specific group,
2. All of the twenty groups will discuss¢simultancotely the same topic.

3, Tb each of the discussion groups there have been assigned two care-
fully selected group leaders.

4. Each of the three group sessions will be preceded by a presentation
of the assigned topic at a general conference session.

5. Fach of the group sessions will be followed by a thumbuail sketeh
of the discussions, gleancd from the reports submitted by leafers.

 Since sssignments to discussion groups have been made with a view: to
representing varied intetests T each group, it is important that each dele-

[10]
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HAWKINS—THE CONEERENCE, 115 PLAN AND THEME ]
. . . | ,

guie atiend segularly che discussion group to which he has been assigned.

Inariving at the theme for the conference your committee had the bene-

. fic of the very helpful advice givem by ihe distinguished citizens on the

plnnniug commitece whose names are.liswd inside the front cover of your
program. After several sessions and much serious dliscussion, the topic
Selected was that of RESPONSIBLE, AMERICAN CITIZENS:

L~Their Job in Politics; 2.—Their Job inithe World Toduy; 3.~Their
Job in the Community, '

oa few moments you will bear e fits phase of the topic—Respon-

sible American Citizens—Their Job in Politizs—discussed by two United
States Senators and the nacional président of the League of Women Voters;
this afeernoon-the discussion will concentrate further upon this wpic

This evening, at the second general session, the sgcond phase—Respon-
iible American Citizeni—Their Job in the World Tody=wil be presented
by a university president; and the group discussions tomorrow morning wil
cénter around that topi. | - ‘
* The third phase—Responsible Americn Citizens—Their Job i the
Community—will be presented at the noon’ luncheon mecting tomorrow
by a panel of ouwstanding American citizens; and the discussion Lroups
tomorrow afternoon will turn their areention to this third und final topic

In selecting the theme, Responsible American Citizens, the members of
the:conference: planning comimittee wanted to stress the challenfe facing
America today—that of having the great body of our citizens relize that
in 2 demodity each-liberty has its cortesponding loyalty, each privilege its
accompanying duny, and each right its paralll responsibility. We need 1o re-
mind ourselves constantly that our rights, our privileges, and our very fret-,

. dom are secure only 50 long as enowgh of us accepe and exercise our loyalty, «

our duties and our responsibiiie. Last yea’s conference hpd s its aymbol
4 balance scale—one side of the balance indicating tights, the other side
responsibiliies, This year we are emphasizing even mre strongly the im-
portance of accepting responsibility—and we aré*indicating the three areas
of responsibility: in the feldof politics, in thé world’today, and in our
own local community. , ' '
, The several hundred delegates at”chis confRenge represent important
national organizations aggegating millions of per@s in membérship. It
would not be too great an exaggeration to clim that the organizations
rép;csented here touch fifty percent or more of the adult citizens of America,
As delegates you may havé come with one or more of the following
aims in mind: .
Fiest, you may expect to be stimulated by the variety of personaliie Jou
will meet, the viriety of viewpoilgts you will he‘ar.

T
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- Scond, you may be hopiné”tohgain some practical suggestions for im- . .

provmg the Slceess of citizenship- pwgl’nms VoL, fa
Tlmd you may “have two ot guee ‘patticular problems 1\ mind which "

toyou ate basie, and o which you hgpe wfind defife soltions. -~

* Fougth, you may be hopmg that 2 conference Jike this will come to some

* 2 definite points:of wgseemem—-wxll make fome bsi nd far zeachmg po- .

v oqunCemenrs S e I

N H " Filth, you may have in mind conscnously ot unconscxously uSmg fw o

H ference 25 2 sounding board to publicze things about your Orgagination. , '

Slxth Jou may be B‘ere for the frs time asadelegate and may héve oly o

y

" . very bazy deas a5 0 whit you really expect from the conference, v
0 It is obvious chat in a braef three.day penod it will be lmposmble o
| sausf) completely all the expectauons oll of you méy have. What may e
expecr in all faicness? and what may we not expecr’ . o A
Fisst, et s say that the Conferencé cannot be expétted to make pro s
nouncements, It s  discussion conference a working ,conference—not 4
meeting of a boatd of dlrectors It is not the polmy of the Coplerence to
pass tesolutons. T ‘ :
Second, it is not expected tha the Conference will givé complete answefs
to all the problemns you have in mind. It may help in that direction. On the ',
other mﬁimur patticclar problems may not be ones to whlch jour group '
wishes to'give a Lo of consideration.

O the_posicive side you may\well expect to learn somethmg abour
group progesses in the discussion groups. Ygp may gin more appreciation
of defBcracy ar work. You may expect 1o leatn a great deal about success-
ful procedures from other parciipants and you may somedmes be reassured

"~ tofind that four oWn problems are not unique. You may ‘expect the inspira-
tion that comes from associating with dher inteested delegates represen
ing several hundred leading organizations of America. You may be”assisted
in clarifying your thinking on some basic issues through the addresses you
hear.and the grocps in'which you participate. And finaly, and far from the
leat important, you may derive the satsfattion that comes from making con-
teibutions which play their part in the general success of the Conference,

Knowing of our responsibiliies, cating about our responsibilites and,
sbove all, exercising our tesponsibilities—these three form the triumwirate
of American citizenship today. May we expect that both our general sessions
and our group discusions will bioaden our vision, shatpen our sensibilte,
challenge our imagination, and through our own efforts and those of the
organization we reptesent play a signifiant part in developing mote and
== D-onsible American Cilizens,

" RESPONSIBLE AMERICAN CITIZENS

# Their Job in Politics

3
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THEIR JOB IN NATIONAL POLITICS

GEORGE D, AIKEN
\Elnited States Senator from Vermont

NHE cross currents of our national life and of world affaics are such
that thete wag, never a more urgent need than now for American
citizens to assume a tespongible sole in national pofitcs

Too ofren laymen take ._

We have come to a&sowte g0vemment wnh politics and vice versa
[ am not speaking of politigin the nattow sense buf racher in the broad,
sense of government, iqvolving the enactment and administration of laws.

It is a fact, pevertheless, thar governmenl policies are projecfed,
tested, and'weighed in the political arena. It is in the political arena that

the spodlight is turned on the stand taken by parties and by candidates

It s in the political arena that Citizens endorse or reject the polxcxesf

espoused by parties and candidares

As out nation increases in population, there is the danger that control
of goverment may become further and further removed from the pedple

This danger takes on added significance when we realize that big g0vern
meat, by comparison with previous standards, is here to stay. Our ‘govern:
ment is one of the largest enterprises on earth.

 The complexity of our domestic problers and our mcrensed responsi-

bxhty in international problems have given rise to greater Cearmalimation
of govetament than we bave heretofore’ experienced in this country. The

problem now is to keep government from getting 5o big, $0 uawieldy, and
so powetful that it will get out of hand

The best way to prevent this from happening, ot from letting it topple
of its own weight, is to streamline it and operate it efficiently.

We must cither mold govetoment and shape it so that it will serve

the people or the time will come when the people will be serving the
government.

S0 long 45 we have government somebody wt]l be ruaming it It s up
to the citizens of the nation to decide whether they want to take More
tesponsibiliy in politics and have a say in how things ate tun, or whether

 they waat to give buseaucracy a free tnd unfetrred hand, I the citizens

make the later choice, they an blame only themselves for what happens

?

\‘l -] LR
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I dg not mean to disparage or belittle those whom some choose o
call biteavcrats, because 1 think nearly all federal servants are honeg, hord:

worgcing citizens truly seeking to improve their government and thei
4 . 1
country. ' \

A Let us keep them that way. Let's not tempt them by giving them too

fatee a hand or too much power. Let us make them even more responsible

and more sesponsive to the will of the people
In considering this question of good citzenship, we should bear in
mind that there is a vast difference between being just an American citizen

" and.in being 2 sesponsible citizen,

The responsibilty that goes with citizenship in this codntry is what
distinguishes democracy from totaltaianisin, In the later xdeology, fespon-
Slblllt)’ is usurped by the state and is not reserved to the citizen,

- In the United States, we cherish the philosophy that the government
s responsible to the citzen instead of the citizen being responsible 10
the government.

This philosophy is inherent in our Declaration of Independence which
held that ", . . Governments are instituted among men deriving  their
just powers from the conkent of the governed”

At the time thar these words were written, the rights of the citizen
wete litdle cespected in the world. It wasjnot popular of safe even to talk
about the:tights of the individual. To otk for the foundidg of 2 govern-
- ment based upon the protection of such rights requited the courage of
deep conviction and fearlss distegard for pegsonal welfare

" Fortunately, our forefathers had the courage to found 2 natign that was
conceived in the spirit of fteedom and nurtured by the ideal of democracy,
where the ights of the individual sl teign supreme,

Lincoln, in his Gettysburg address, expressed the same philosophy when
. we hete highly reSolve thar these dead shall not have died
in vam—that this Natign under God shall have 2 new bitth of freedom—
-and that government of the people, by the people and for the people shal
not perish from the earth.”

The liberty and freedom which have been our proud hetitage—and which
* have been kept alive by Jeffetson, Lincoln, and the other towering figures of

ou history—ate still the bulwark of our democracy.

This is an inheritance that we must peeserwe and perpetuate and never
take for granted,

We must nevet et into the rut of accepting the privileges of bemg at
American citizen without shating the- rcsponsnblllty of that citizenship., -

The fact that we have grown into 2 nation of great influence, with onc
of the highest standards of living the world has ever known, does oot mean
that the responsxbdlty of the mdlvld}]al has dlmmlshed in any way.

S




Speakers at the Conference: Anna Lond Stranss,

president, Leagne of Women Voters of the

United States; George Darid Aiken; United

States Senator from Vermont; Hubert H, Hum-

phrey, United States Senator from Minnesota;

Robert Burton House, chancellor, University of
North Carolina,

a ’

The individu is Still‘the\e}mcrsmne of our way of life,

il

To be a good citizen enlgtges and énbances the scope of thy individual. .

Being just a halfhearced citizen not only retards the development and
- growth of the individual but it also serves as a brake on the progtess of
the nition. | l

The problem of fulfilling one’s responsibiliy in the field of national pol-
“itcs is admiteedly  challenging one and one chat is nor casy. It does not
mean just dropping a belot in the bor every two or four years and then shif-

thg the eatire responsibility to those who receive the highest number of vores.

It means almost daily study of the ssues by each ciizen 5o that confipying
viewpoints can be weighed and public opinion formed, which will b‘f@
about proper decisions, ' :

In order for public opinion to be intelligently formed, the people must
" have access to information upon which an intelligent opinion can be formed.
Government i[S%lf must be made to assume its share of the respon;ibilit)'
for seeing o it that the citizens are frankly confided in, and cosuled wih,

* in the operation of the government ‘

There have been too many cases when our own government has exceeded

the bounds of security caution in witkholding information from the peaple

How can the citzens of this country arrive at proper conclusions, no
matter how much they try, if they cannot ger the basic facis of a situntion—
or if the facts are one-sided or biased? '

Thediffculty of vbining basic information often arises in conncction
wih foreign policy issues, but is by no means confined to this ficld.

Conceling expenditures, misinerpreting laws, using funds appropriated
for other purposes for the spread of propaganda are other evils of govern.
ment which grow progressively worse unless cortected by 2 generally aroused
citizenry.
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An avoused public opinion is the most potent indluence in our democracy.
That opinion, when marshaled, is the majority voice of the American people.
An indifferent public permits the unscrupulous exceutive, politcal or
pressure grO,lp (0 awain selfish objectives.
I .democmcy‘is to be strong and meet the challenge of other forms of- .
government, it must have an aler, intelliger(, and usselfh citizenty,

It is incumbent upon the citizens of 4 damocracy to be well enough i
formed to see the proper relationship between the welfare of the jndividual
and the welfare of the nation.

[am fully cognizant of the citizen’ responsibility to his corhmunity and
his state. It is entirely propegfor him o fulfllthar obligacion, Bt thar does

*

not free him from his responsibility 2  citizen of the United States ‘

Qur federal tax kaws, our federa courts are examples of our legal identity
a5 citiens of the United States. Our obligations in the national political field,
while not legally imposed, are equally binding if we discharge our dutes
a5 good citizens, o

The reason the political decisions we make are 5o important is that these
decisions influence and permeate our whole nationa Tife‘ We cannot scgre-
gie the political from che economic phases of democracy. A democacy can-
not remain strong if the economic sttucrure of the nution is weak.

Neither can the social problems of the nation be patciioned off from dle
economic and  political problems. Each must mesh with the other in che
geas of democracy. h

We kaow from ouf experience in the depression years of the thirties
wh,gr it means to have people denied the opportunity of being useful citizens
because of lack of employment, training, health, ot morale. Jt is incumbent
Uupon us a5 good citizens not to permit a repetition of that sad esperience.

In world history if we ferret out the root of political upheaval, it is trace-

T
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\gble in most cises ta ec?)omm or gocial maladjUstineny, |
o the tope Y heCens tegonily B Brosd The c(l;}llenge o
him to keep inforid, and 10 90 somerhing abdut What b knods and be
e T ‘ ight wield
leves, is ever-present. It i & 58 specgycle to see elaen, who mig
constuctive political inluence 17 the g, i b‘“d‘\ and e for bis fellows
. i . o o .

'

wdothejob. ¢ . ‘

" The fiseand etemiost 10 emongyate chit Ve e responsble clizens |
kst g0 to the polls and vote: We hyve never exerciied apything like our

i g IS o

i 1 farional elecian ke President ¢
voting potental in.ohis counth-/rn thé st dacional eletion, the President -

of ‘the United States was ele?d by only about one.§0unh of the people-

‘o who could have qualied 4 WS By ohis failte 0 vote, neacly foiy-ive

. million Americans hay d)sqtl/ﬂmi themselves of A0morg] rigl;; to Criticize
' the:present adminisfré\_n of 0Ur government, o |
. lscusion'ofthe topis of he day i our neigbbots i gnorher exrmark

of good citzensp. T am thatkful fy e privieae of groning vp i the

- atmosphere of the I\jw England Toun Meeting That is 4 aditicn ot

V.

/

Americans evétywhp can well affor 1o emulate. o
Group acton, cheough afliston yieh some WOrthwhile organization, i

almost a-necessié} in this day 0f bigness The voice OF the individual may he

a voice crying,in ¢he wilderness Unlesg it is backed by the force of numbes,
I should like to sound this Watning note, howE €. Cateless citizens and
cheliss groups can be used for bad purposes” - o
The forces of evil do not dat€ o grganize a5 S4CY. They cannot afford to
be open and zbove board. Theif ttategy s to bore ftOm wighin, and thereby
-0 uge respectablgifronts for Jes Tespectable purpoSes o
" pltis extrémglipimportank that gogd citzens and desirgble groups be on
and sgainst let ' ) provide the ta-
guaed against letting themsel¥es be ysed to,prgwde the cloak of sespe

-~

bilty foc schemers and ploteers.  yoy cannot tae 20 active incerest in the -

orginidition to which gon belog, oy liad better Keep out of it

| K:illd also warn groups 28aingt ghe endorsemment of resolurions without

having accurate knowledge 25 10 the content and 1€l purpoge of thespetition.

Sometimes Chambers of ComMetce zad even fute legidatures, endo
resolutions of which they do not I$now.zhe full mecaving,,

In this day of organized grOUPS, and flodrshin busines i the lobbying |

Jield, it is difficult for 4 member of Cohgrcss 0 scpﬂrate the whgat from thf
chaf. There ae so many pressires ang s many VEVpoints

. No one can tell how many Broupg re formed for the purpose of giving
. i ‘ U ; men
luctative jobs to enterprising a0d sorperimes unserupulous men, These men \

) ¢ ] e fel i ‘ i
frequerly organize and solict unds oy commission basis,estayish fucra v
incomes for themselves, and maké Sute that the purpose for which the organi»
zation is otensibly ser up i DEVEE Quite gchieved: Very busy businessmen are

) LS ’
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Operations, . e
The problem of the legislawp is to weigh the different viewpoints in the
light of the natignal welface, and then decide how to vore, ] may say that * -
it is a soulseatching experience in deciding how 19 vore on vita and contgo-
versiakissues. Of course,if the legishator is too often at variance witkhs con.
stituer&n his tand on these issue, bis exif frokp the poltical scene s’ very -
likely consequence. BN '
. Onef the mox important problef\n?cbn
s t0 be able to draw'the line between
intetests and the nationd] welfare. N
This problem is particularly noriceable in connection with nartes in-
volving money. There is tepdency for each gréup or &ach clasg of petiriongf
to.want all it can get, apdarently with fitle or no thought that Somebody has -
to pay for it. The theory seems to be tlft everybody is geting, 0 lecs insse
h our turn at the grab bag—the grab’ bng m this case bethg the.federal

onfi\fring the resansible_citizen
tgsted Real, and perhaps pejsona]

treasury - ‘
ea:‘l'ﬁs 1 2 dangesous trend, We shép\ld‘rsalize that, in the dong run, w
e, for very long, get more than we pay fo, hat

tog, If
© meangdefcit ﬁnancii and increased fetional debr. We canno build a Jast- *

. . s NN

ing nation on the sands of patemnalism) ~ - ;o |

! To help maintain 3 solvent and gesponsible nationat government isa -
Cardinal sequitement of good ciizenship. In all thar we do, in all that we
L , . ) o . ' i ., e o Y
strive for in our ole as good citizens, let us not sactifice liberty and freedom,
on-the altg,of expediency or selfishness Let us remeraber thay Ly rty and -

-

‘ freedﬁm\ajno'f only to be talked'abourbut alo to be ived. -,

i

- tesponsible ciggfnship. We are not just citizens of

" The sceds of good government are always robeed in}‘l\e fertle ground of -

a state-or political sub- K
ivision; we are citizens of the United States, o -
National pofitcis the riediun through Whic »ﬁmeri&pn CtizensGn .
Work in building a stronger, happier, and-beter nation. If is through tlr :
medium that we can meet the challenge of assuring *one Nﬁnon ingivisib g
with lberty and justce foral” L
There s no other nation on ‘arthiwhere the individual has many ptiye

leges and a5 much respongbilty as hasrthe Amegien citizen. To realize and

appreciate thi is the firs step towatd becomingfh responsible citzen, From
this realization will: come the inspiration fend.the imge]ling’,u%{re‘to keep
Americs, 25 2 naton, strong poitcll, econamicaly, ind morly. *
{Ibat is our job in nitiona] politi?cs‘ BT .
S . 1 )

i
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-7 HUBERT H, HUMPHREY o

\Uni;ed States Senator from Minvesota |
L b .

YCURGUS once said that “Citzens are the best wallsof a free ¥

It is suange how true the words'of this grear Spartan lmpFtt ™

g of the-ninth century BC. ate today. Today we five in 2 \iF4

- Which has no-physical barriers. It is a world which cin be traverseq f 2 S

matter/of houss. National boundaies are no longer safe. National ingg™¥ '
is 00’ longer secutés In 2 world stch as this, whete physical weapoy s 0

Jonger have any mézning, the only dynamic, yet constan, foce upon Wik

a fation can rel is it citzenghip.
* Yer this thing which we.cal citizenship is capable of many quy 8-

. . U
+ iizenship can be a prison, 0r it can be a portal It can enslave man {5 s

loyalty, to a totalitarian state or it can free man throdgh a realization Pt

- government and loyalty to & democritic idedl can provide for hiny he

.. Opportunites for individual growth and the expression of individua| P

sonaligg. , .

 The suate is an invention of man. It hs neither intellect nor consgfCt
not morals. Yet our world is chatactetized in the minds of manye b
conflct of states”one. with another. Why this-conflice? Is it sensible 2t

man should allow his, own invention, the state, to destroy him ang P8

. possessions ig confier? Is i sensible hat ran should allow # doctryg &

cirizénéhip to lead him and his civilization down the road to chaos ayg 0

the destruction of that civilization?

It muse be, chen, that the conflic ;he"world faces is not a confligy I
tween tates. It must be then chat his confic has another interprety 00
The interpretation' suggest is that the conffct is not one between swg
but tathet is one between ideals and ideologies. The S, 45 a1 invey 90
of guan"with’ no intellect, con§ience, or morals, is an inanimate majy’™
As such, chetefore; it relies upon fuel provided for it by the ]oyalti@’f

citizenship to give it strength, purpose, and direction. @{ ‘
With this perspective, we can better understand the jfererices beny £

'rhg ideology of democracy and the ideology of cotalitarianism. The dy g™

cratic seate is one wtich is mastered by man; a totalitarian state s (P
which is maste of man. The struggle our world faces s a struggle bety ¢
these ideologies. | |

 The forces of totaliarianistn which we fce ave aot.quiet, The very mygf®
of their principles calls for agitation, activity, and fanatic dedication, !

- philosophy is not an attractive one. Man does not willingly subumit hiwlf

Q

(20}

Oug Natidn to permit this vacugm to remain,

HUMPHREY-—THEIR JOB IN SIATE POLITICS 2
—‘-"‘-.,,——"‘—N'\-—-..___,_.___"' .

10 Magery by a machine of his own creation, Yer the bitter [bsson we huve
leatneq is that those of us who belicve in democracy cannot temain paskive
- i the confidence that toalityianism has 00 furure hecause man desices free
* dom. Man it freedom, by man aso desres security. Sclf-government is
10 & lxugy on which mengay grow fat and indulgene, Racher it i an-
ltuent by Which men can,if they have the wisdom, safeguard chei indi.
vidua freedom and employ ghat freedom in the pursuit of happinese*Tt is

¢ ' . . . .
. 0 that demOCracy Cannot be defeated in the theoretica struggle of ideolo-

8165, but democracy can be defeated by defauls, Democracy can lose if those
0f uS who believe in it remaig indifferent and neglect our personal sespohsi-

bilty for its security and Srowth. The strength of totalitarianism lies in the

lndlﬁere_ﬂce of its people. Democ;_atic,self-government tries its people with

3 ttonger challenge than any other system in the world Scorning the brus!
 CoetCion of otalitarian'states, it asks justice and brotherhood of it ﬁ:opk; |

it asks that they coopetate well and ‘."Oﬁlntﬁrily for ‘their cdmmpn we
Ordet hat each may benefi equitably according to hismerits

. Democracy is an easy idealogy to take e granted. We s8om consider
its bagic Principles in'a critical light, in order 1o formulate oue teasons for
upholding i, It is 2 ttagic face tha American ybuth which went abroad in

Are In -

 the Wy 10 ge democracy was toully unprepared to spread its message of

demousac. General Bradle, i secent aric; sid that throughout Europe,
whelever our atmies Were styoned, the people of Furope were bewildered
by our Ameyican soldiers whe appeaced indifferent to chie political and phil

" 050phica] Origins and natute of oty democrac"y_ Unhappy when driven into
& e intellecruall, our soldiers wete forced 1o fall back on American

Wage scales, on automobiles, on our refrigerators, and, eventually and trium.
Phantly, on'the Ametican bagheoom, for their defense. Here then is the
danger stgnal, Here then is aq indicment of the indiffesence which has Jed
' Our dé@gcmcy is uch ke o tall stand of timber, We cannor cut from
It mote than we plant in it wigliour imperilling its survival, and forests Jike
Bardens cannor be bough, They must be cultivated by toil and nourished by

- the Swegt of ghose who would keep thera. We quickly forget that if freedom

's t0 flourish, our society mugr re-examine i principles of educarion and

" tededicyr isef o the convicign that education is tha strength for freedom

Of demgacy, It must take steength from the understanding that an educated

/ J,‘ ' R . ,
« Deople s ensy'o govern, difclr to lead, impossible o englve Only the edu-

Cated man s 4 free man,

In 1045 your distinguished organization, the National Education Asso-
Clation, issued 4 Statement Which said:

Citizenship implies the eflective use at eve;y level from childhood

1
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through adulthood of the sights and responsiiles of democracy. It is | Whch emphasied demectey and human ooy, T idolog.vas more

based upon clear undersrandmg and purposefl skilled action in atin- "~ powerfdl than the arms of conquest, Thi ideology wpser thrones in Europe
ing democratn&goals tis based on faith i in the power of people o and convulsed a continent. It is now convulsing another. This ideology put
work together Yoward the solutiod of common problems, Democracy into the hearts and breasts of Colonial people, the underprivileged, and the

seeks to provide increasingly equal opportunity for all, segordless of subjcted, & consuming desire for Jbery,
race, creed, national origi, X social and economic status.

Education a5 a major social institution is the medium through which
citizenship can be translated into loyalty to democratic ideals, Edication, for
democratic citizenship means the practice of democracy. Educaion for demo- ‘
cratic citizenship in the schoof means democratic pfactices in the school. Edu-
cation for democratic dltizenship in the community means democratic prac-
tices in the community, in the homes, hurches, businesses, industries labor
organi{nions community agencies, patriotic and service groups. It means.
direct kuuc:mnon in social and civic affaits. It means the training of young -
Ciizens With srvice responsibility in running for offie, voting, juty duty, and
the study of our institutions, .

Educaion for derfberatic citizenship means-the development of knowl-
edge and understanding for increased participarion in local, stre, nationa
and world affais. If America and democracy are to come of age, it'means
thit we must expand our concept of the school to-include not merely the
formal periods of classroom instruction bur also the trainiog of the whole
man, the whole individual. It rpeans that our schools must be directly tuned
to the need for vocational guidince and aptitude. It means that our schools
must relate themselves to the need for psychiatric assistange even on the
school level. It means that our schools must indeed benihoratories for

 democracy. '

A generation ago Americans had philosophy of personal and public ffe
which said, “Take cate of number one.” This idea was very simple. If every-
one devored himself to his own success,if everyone took cate of number ong,”
then obviously the sum total of the success of all numbers would be pros-
perity and happiness for all people. Thisgyould bring an end to poverty, not

~orly in the United States bur everywh else in the world.

- How wrong we were, We were wrong nd that plnlosophy was doomed
to Failute because it ran countet to moral faw in it glonﬁcanon of selfishness;

- s failure was foretold by the teachings of the Bible. That rhnlosnphy is
wmng because it tan counter to the democtatic principles of human brother-
head, to the declaration thyyall men are created equal It was wigng because

it ran counter to the truznture of Americanism and America democracy

Our country was the fist 1o ptesent to the modern world“n coherent

desire which today is emphasized
by such rebellions as those in Indo-Ct 'na and Indonesia, and in the fact of
India’s freedom. We never moved a bartalion or regiment, in the eighteenth
or nineteenth century, yet the idea of the Declaration of I Independence pro
duced che doceine of the rights of man, the equality of man, and broke the
back of oppression and the power of kings

For a ggnod we in the United States have forgoteen the basic roots
from which ths democtaic idea has come. We forgor that o take care of

"t one” is a principle which runs counter to che principle of human
‘brotherhood and of murual bligation one to another, which is the basi
» o of democracy.
- We forgot and thus we faied. Proof of that falure was the frustraring
depression followed by a terrible war. *

Patt of our 'neglect was translared into an indifference to political life.
Why bother with veterans hospitals, government research sboratories pub-
lic administtation, public works, or government-paid education?

Yet when depression and war came, the whole science of self. goverament,
the whole process of povernment which had séemed 5o irselevant and so

" inconsequential to us who thought we bad found the golden way, became
suddenly the center of our greatest concern. Many of our leading citsens
who had never before given 2 f)bought to government except a5 a- minot
initant, volumgered or were forced to give up their business to devore
themselves entirely to government in order Jo pull us out of' economic
havoc and later in ondet to win 2 war,

Let us not repeat the errors of our generation. Instead of “Take care
of number one,” I propose this phrase: “Take care of all" Take care of
buman brotherhood; take care of democracy; take care of self-government,

‘ By that 1 suggest that our young men and young women be trained .
to quelfy to spenda part of their life in some form of publmervme [
suggestthat the youth of our nation be cducated so that they can be qmllhed

o 10 set aside a number of ‘yearssvolunrarily for seevice in leglshtwc or exs 1
ecutive bianches in our local or national government, for service in ours
engincering, medial, administrative, sociul, educatonal, or foreign sery-

ices of our government. T am proposing that out of the best and most

Mg A S ) " productive years of each man's fife he voluntarily carve a segment in which
ofitical faith based upon the dignity of the individual, the equality and
P pon the dignity W, (he equmity he puts his private cafeer aside to serve 2 community and his country and

fraternity of mankind, We were the first to pattetn a structure of government | therey his felow men and the cae of democrey nd feedom, | am
and o Form a society which denied selfishness as a pattern for behavxor, ind , , ,
, J
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proposing that throughout his life each citi-
zen dedicate himself to aggive political par-
ticipatian. Aristotle dnce said that the truest
definition of a complete-citizen that can be

given is probably this: that he shares in the

judicial and executive part of the govern-
ment. g : .
We face a crisis. This crisis is not one
... which military forces alone can conquer, that
‘military forces alone can protect us fro

Nor is our crisis of brief duration. Qur-

crisis calls not only for gteadfastness and
faith but for great skill in self-government.
We must summon all of our talents for
_ citizenship, for self -government, for public’-
service. .

I am not urging that everyone pursue
public service in some form as a life career.
Not at all. What I do urge is citizen partici-

- pation in politics. Only in this way can dem-
ocratic institutions continue to prosper and
flourish. ‘

I have stated above that cigjzenship ican
be a prison or a portal: Citizenjnip can con-
fine a man within the narrow limits of the
customs and tradicions of his own com-
munity, or it can make him an active, pro-
ductive, and responsible part of a political

»

Mabel Studebaker whe. as president of the
National Education Assaciation, spoke at the
closing scssion of the conference; Earle T.
Hawkins, as chairman of the Citizenship Com-
mittee of the National Education Association,
served as conference chairman and explained
the purpose and the plan of the conference to
the delegates; Harold Benjamin, chairman of
the National Edusatign Association's Nasional
Commission for tbe\ﬁejeme of. Democracy
through Education, presided at the luncheon

I3

enri‘ty much larger than the community with
which he has physical contact. ’
In the Middle Ag,es the obljgations of
citizenship controlled a man'’s relauonshlp
to the city in which hé lived. By collaborat-
ing with a man from a neighboring city he
could be‘1 violation®of his citizenship obli-
gations and thus be guilty of treason. € -
As modern society grew_more complex,
and as means of communication and trans-
portation cut distances and-eliminated, fron-
tiers, the concept of citizenship and respon-
sibilities of citizenship has grown and de-

‘veloped. When the Ametican colonies fed-

erated themselves and formed a United
States, citizens of several states expanded
their loyalties to incldde the. new federa:
tion. A Virginian was no less a Virginian
when he became an American.

Today our concept of citizenship is fur-
ther expanded. It is further expanded be-
cause of our realization thar democratic citi-
zenship is a loyalty to an ideal and not just
to a state. Democratic citizenship is a dedica-
tion to the democratic ideal, to-the ideal of
human rights, civil rights, freedom from in-
security for all people. . |

Out of every bitter experience of
history, out of every tragedy, man learns

’

- panel on Twuerday, Tom C. Clark, A!m'rm'y
General of 1he United States, who, as one of

‘hosts of the conference, rpa,ée at the dinner
on on Monday night: Watson B. Miller,

was bost at Saturday's session; Justin Miller, -

chairman of the Attorney General's Aduror;

Commitiee on Citizenship, spoke ut the clos.
g session of the conference.
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in his sorrow. Out of the sucrifice of two world wars we anin come
" back to the immortal idea oftthe oneness of an, of his essential uniy, Tt -
was ou: of this conviction and out of the recognition of his eternal ruth
that man, with all of his limimtions, his prejudices, and his inabilities
ceeated the United Nations. The United States of America is dedicated o

the United Nations, The world is moving closer to one, becoming a true

United Natiops, It seems likely that within the nex: few weey the Senate
will giveforce to the Ataneic Treaty which by implication throws'our lot
in with the fortunes of the nations of Europe. And while djscussion of the
Adantic Treaty is dominating our press and it waves thete is even now
2 most serious and specific discussion ‘of European federation—of the
political and economic federation of Western Europe,

Overshadowing and tunning through the discussions-f- Eubpean federa-
tion, allignces, and plans for internationalism, rher_e/s'a rapidly increasing
wolume oNg.c:ssion about sométhing called world citizenship and world .
government. The idea of world ciizenship is beginning:to wke form in

the minds of men everywhere. The peoplé of the world are coming 10

realize that they are one, that their interests are one, that our faw must be
one. The people of the world are coming to realize and must come to realize

that if we want a society free of the agonies of war and preparation for -

wat, free of devastation-and the fear of temorrow, then they must accept
the principle that every” American, eyery Russian, every Indonesidn, cvety
South African is in a real though limited sense a citizen of the world, and
hence should be subject to a world faw, |
- Democtaic cizenship means & realizaion that democracy is not o
fved, a static, and an unchanging stereotype, but that it s a vital, dynamic,
and constantly growing force. Democratic citizenship must mean concern
with th€ community and; 45 our community has grown to emcompas the
world, o must the concept of democratc cirizenship grow to encompass
* the world - |
The idea of a world order and the United Nations is not new. It has
~ its own immortality, Mankind from the very beginning has sought 1 so-
ciety in which he can live in peace and security. The United Nacions is
2 summarized expression of the desire of unkind to live<in 2 world of
“aw and order, American paricipation in dhe Unieed Nations s proof of
the fact that America is ready to accept its World obligmioﬁé’aad that Amer-
ican citizens are seady o accept their responsibilities as work) citizens,

’ ) [} ' i "
- because world law is the only ultimate hope for the survival of our ideal, -

and because Americans understand that democracy is an objective a5 v
world of free and equal men why will, in their freedom, create and secure
4 et nndfﬂduring society. b

L
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THEIR JOB IN LOCAL POLITICS
(A Digest of the Address)

ANNA LORD STRAUSS

Prestdent, Leagne of Women Voters of the United States

00D local government.is usually the resulc of many- positive pre-
ventative measures tather than one spectacular “house-cleaning”
campaign.
- The slow bur continuous buiding of good schools, good streets, ade-
quate playgrounds, and a clean city hall i not someching that just happens—
it i the result of concern on the parc of the people who live in that com-
munity. It is brought about by the process of turning that concern into
action, S
"To many people the word “government” is 1 rather vague but over.

powering concept, We who are concerned with building beteer citizenship

must find ways of showing these people that goveroment is fnvolved in
pracically every move they make every day of their fives. We must help
people to understand that government is only the body to whom they
delegate the job of supplying services which they as individuals cannot
provide for themselves. Government is necessary: I will always be with
us. Making our local government the kind of government'we want is in
the hands of those of us who are citizens of each community.

First, we should Jears what is going on. That 15 not nearly so diffcult
a5 it might sound. It may only mean some visits to the city council or the
town meeting, trips to schools and school bogrd meetings, a little study
of tax rates and tax rules, an inquity here and there about expenditures

. Just"that much incerest on the part of even a few people will soon be

noticed.

- Second, we should get out and take part in the loca! elections for off
cets, bond issues, and in action on othe civic questions. |

Third, we should ger some other people to go along with us in our
quest for facts and our zeal for building better government.in our com-

t
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FIRST THUMBNAIL REPORT -

) ROBERT A, LUKE . '

. & “,-"
Avistant Divector, Division of Adult Education Services,
National Edueation Association

R

\ . -

ISTINGUISHED Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: [ share your regret
dhat Dr. Cunningham is wnable 1o give the Thumbnail Report
today. Those of you who have attended previous cirizenship con-

ferences know how she bas distinguished herself in precisely and pictur-
esquelv reporting back the preceding}éﬂ?g)up discussion sessions. As you know
~ from ymur program, we can look forward to her return tomorrow.

In the group confetences today there was deep conviction, carrying
over from the keynote speech this morning, that the problems before us
are urgent and that we must bend outselves to our tasks without delay,

In doing this I think we came to feehthat the partiipation of all of
us was signifcant and meaningful and chat important conteibutions could
be made only in tetms of specifc problem solving |

A sigtificant aspect of the group sessions was that the partcipants
st looked for common problems that cut across the whole area of trying
to build effective citizenship in our communities. We looked not at the
problems that affect us, or the problems that affct “my” organization, but
at the problems that confront every one of us regardless of our staus in
lfe, our posiion, the age we have attained, the experience we have brought
{0 the conference, or any other personal consideration,

Abter we identified the common problems we began to explore what
we might do about them. We tried to ndersand these problems,to dia:
nose them, to ask .Eow can these problems exist, Then, wih that kind of
understanding, we began to seach some conclosions,

Many of the groups decided that politcs, as a term, needs to be,brushed
up a bit, It now has some unpleasant connotations and there is g fespon-
sbilty gpon all of us to bring back the real and the e ‘ignificance of
the tern. This must be done if we are going o make poliics effetive
, &courage citizen participation in- politics, and give the profession status
and importance in our communities, '

[ think most of us decided that all of us are in-poliics whenever we

join with others in trying t0 do a job that has civic or community goals

We decided that politics is not a job for athers; it is . job for all of us
I all of our groups we were deeply concerned about the problems of

Citizen apathy, Why is lt,@{ asked, that barely bl of our adult population
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maniges to gt around 1o the voting hoaths ar clection time? One reason
given was poor cletion bws: clection biws which, in some cases, actually
discriminare against people being able o vore. Orher reashns. piven were
the lack of information about the mechanics of voting and the fears that
exist that politics, graft, and coreuption are inseparable. Finally, we decided
that apathetic citizenship is 4 tesult of the lack of clear definition of what
it menns to participate in poliics. Those of our groups which discussed this
topic decided that people in our communities would participate if they
had 2 clear understanding of their responsibilives and che opportunicies
open to them and access to information s o how they can participate.
We gave a number of means of overcoming afathy—in the schools
by exercising our dwn leadership, and through our organizations. Let us
fst look st our discusion as it related to schools, We want to see our
schools give more emphasis to local problems and local governmen, We
decided. that we need community inservice tmining for our teachers so
they may bring community realism inco the clssroom, We decided that
the student government of schools and colleges provides gond training
~ground for the fucure politicians—politicians in the sense of the definition
we have given che term in this conference. Fimally, we believe thar we,
a5 adult, have an imporcant contribytion to make in backing up our school
officials in their efforts 1o desl with réalistic, down-to-garth, concrete Jocal
problems. The schools that want to make the classroom living laboratory
for effective partcipation in democracy can do 5o only if we yphold them.
Turning from the responsibilities of school o our own rezuonsibilities
we said that we must be four-year-atound politicians, We said that elec-
tions are not all that is of importance and that we must take the respon-
sibilty of contimuously informing ourselves, o
We fele that s cirizens we should take the inidiatve in trying to get
the kind of action which will raise the salaries and: better define the
responsibilities of public offcials, particularly on the Joca, county, and

©statelevels, Some felt (but not ull) thar we hate responsibility—to

belong to poliical paries, 1 be actively identified with them, and to make
our influence count within the orgadzed structure of American- poliic,

As tepresentarives of organizations™we discussed the need for some
*kind of community organization whereby all of us could, in the community,
do what we are doing here in this conference, We expressed the need to
find ways whereby we could cSme together irrespective of organizationa|
afiliations and ireespectve of any partsan polirc objectives we might
have, in an endeavor to work out programs whereby we can actually make
it possible for people to gain the information, to find the understanding,
to experience the enthusiasm required 1o bring intelligen: patticipation
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inby local governments. (One member of a group described this kind of
civic activity as a result of pareicipation in the Third National Conference.)
The over-all impression that came to me from reading che reports of-
the group meetings is that we fecl that our basic responsibility is over-
coming citzen apathy toward poliical parcicipation. But overcoming
apathy, we decided, means more chan substituting enlightened self-incerest
for apathy, more than acquiring information; more than_ merely being

genetous with our automobiles and gusoline in cartying people to the polls.

-~ What it does seem to mean, if T interpret these reports correctly, is
understanding what is wking phce in formal educarion and enlising
- community support for community-centered school programs. It means

working with school officials and backing them up when they need it.
[t means, too, that effective citizenship is not something only for

othets. [t may mean our helping in placing people’s names on ballots, It

my mean getting our own name On the ballot. It may mean counting
vores At election time. [t may mean working within the framework of
community osganizations and the constituencies we represent in trying to
give community focus to”issues and o goals, rather than only to papics
and personalites. .

On closing this report 1 wish to make 2 brief acknowledgment and to
point out an opportunity.

The acknowledgment, of course, is to express my appreciation to Dr.
Ruch Cunningham, to Dr. Mildted Fenner, to the Reports Chairmen from
every one of the groups, and 1o the secretarial help made available by
the headquarters staff—all of those people did the many routine and hard
jobs that had to be done before this report was presented.

The opportunity is to remember that we still have two more group
discussions ahend. The. opportunity—and the responsibility—is to not
stay where we are, but to continue from where we are. |

Today we began to limber up to where we can begin this job of problem
solving, We made a threcfold approach to our job. Briefly, the patter

that we seemed to have worked out was, firt, to identify common prob-

letus; econd, to diagnose the problems in terms of why they exist; third,
to work out, concretely, ways in which we, 2s.individual citizens and as
representatives of organizations, can do something about them back home,

I we place our level of aspiration high, if we use the printed materials
that have been made available to us, the information given in the general
sessions, and draw on our own background and experiences between each
one-of the group sessiond in preparing for the next, we can come even

more realistically to grips with problems, and report decisions that will -

matk the important findings of the Fourth National Cirizenship Conference
\‘ '
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- TODAY'S CHALLENGING OPPORTUNITY

X .
‘ TOM C. CLARK.

Attormey Generdl of the United States

. ,“I,\n .
&8 good: o be hete with you tonight to meet again those with who
[ have had the pleasure of working during: the first chree Natig
Conferencds en Citizenship, and to meet new participants, It is ghati-

- fying, 100, to note the growth of the Conference and the increased inerest

in its activities. - L
The tremendous challenge of thls gatheting is not surprising to chose

of us who have been privileged to take part in its eaclier mectings. |

. special tool he.twists several strands+of this fine cord togecher. He dogsn't -

z

feel that you who' are attending for the first time are enthralled as you
become familiar with its vast possibiliies. We who have been active in
the work know the g'ood that' can grow out of this inspiring assembly of
patriotic citizens. ‘

You have at héart ‘the furure well-being of our own countey, and
the betrerment of the world, or you would not be giving of your time and
thought to this undertaking,

This National Conference on Citizenship is a milestone in our demo-
cratic life. Here, people #ith diverse interests and from vatious localities
come together, representativeof thegreat galaxy of American intitutions.
You come to counsel on how best to translate the American heritage into
a dynamic reafity for the common good, and to bring home to all our
people what United States citizenship really means,

As we meet, all of us recognize and accept honest disagreement; that
alone is one of democracy’s strong cornerstones. We do not fear that
honest differences of opinion mgan national disunity. On the contrary, we
well know that freedom 1o express such disagreement.is basic to a firm
and healthy democracy. - C :

Did you ever watch a farme'r"imake.n heavy and-strong rope? Firs,
he twists fine fibers of whatever material hei has into wwine. Then with 2

twist them in the same direction, but in opposite directions 5o that when
they double back on each oher they 'spring into a tightly wound rope. If
he twisted all the strands in the same direction, rhfg rope would unravel
the moment it was cut. * b ‘
Democracy, too, is the product of many fbers of opposing strands. Its
exponents pull in dozens ‘of different directions at once, but when the
strands are ultimately woven together, they make a strong rope of national
unity such 2 this Conference is endeavoring to do
FRIC. . B
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In-thewords of an old proverly. “The goudness of the sting is fom
the fine: strands of the fber” A democracy is just as enduring a5 the

- people who make it up—no more, no ess.

A personal. respunsibilie, therefore, rets upon each of s to se that

‘our democtacy has no vulnerable spors. Our dury is to give it vigor and

meaning—to keep it vibrant and alive to expanding needs, both at home
and abroad, ( ‘ . C

Ours s the’ responsibility to make deaocmcy work every day of the

365 days in the year, The duties are not vafue, We don's have to go on an

exploring expedition to discover them. They are everyday tasks, right

. before us, in our homes and in our communities—matters not only affect-
ing the individual geneaally, but also affecting the welfaie of our imme-

diate neighbors. As democracy is made to work in the home and in the
community, s total good effect, multipled, will spread to mational and
wotld horizons. ' :

As we.face the future we mhst be a generation of Americans awake
to our traditions, conscious of our local needs, aware of our world ob-
ligations and ever striving to find a way to live in peace with al humanity,

We have a great heritage and must keep it girded with all of our
spiritual, educations], and .economit strength. When this mission s ac-
complished, vicious ideologies that seek to undefmine our democratic
form of government will vanish like mist before the sun, |

The ideals of democtacy never die. They are a5 old as time ielf and
everlasting. Often, however, the workings of democracy are impeded through
the neglect and abuse of its principles. People fuil democracy. Democsacy
never fails the people, A '

As indiv’idunls, we are the product of our inheritance, our parental
training, our religion, our education, and other associntiogs—molded by

the carrents of our time,

I like:fashion, our nation is what it is today as a result of similur
influences—the product of its inheritance and the wisdom of its founders,
It has been shaped by the lasting contribution of an unbroken line of
Breat statesmen, those “doers of great deeds and dhinkers of great thoughes”
Also, by the countless millions of ordinary people~men and women un:
known and unsung, who form the solid foundation of every good socety.

Out forefachers bult wisely. Their wisdom lighted the way 1o the
development of our present leadership for the good of humanity,

Outlining  the. aspirations of freedom-loving people, the Dechration
of Independence put the revolt against tyranny on the highest: possible
plane. Today it stands as a beacon for darkened Jands, ‘

As we study the nations of the past, we find that each bore the orch

/ .
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yf ¢iviljzation alung some peculiar pgh ol its own .md contgibuted to the
wprlds culture and learning, Each had s ideal of power and its separate
notion of progress, But eack was ditccred by a central auchority’ which
was. sustained mostly by armed forceWDcpcndmg for sccurity only on
mnh;ar) might, each was ultimately overthrown by a-stronger militaty power.

The Americzn way of life has s ronts of liberty and oppottunity in

something deep and permAnEn— o infust for power. The divine righs
of mp were mdellbly witen- o obf scred documens, They became
not merely a concept of government, but the bedrock upon which our
govelbent was. established. These nghts are as inseparable from our
democycy as is the heart of man from his body. o
Yoy into the Constitution, the basic law of our land, went a philosophy
of govatnment drawn from ancient and modern sources—the best thinking
, and explricnee of man since hé began to make history.
Thi peace of Amcrm was 1ot l.‘.lSll)' artained. It was forged in the

Wh never llbert lowng buman bemgs anywhere in e word suﬂer

under.a polithal systeim founded on 4 lack of freedom, humanity-conscious
Hfeels the impulse to respond to their need.

Ouﬁres@nsxblhty, our destiny, s crystal clear We must ever champmn

% the cause of?hbert in the world Today, our position calls for us to serve

12 prowctor "0 peaples who are weak, and who alone cannot defend cheir
. free&oms. o
Y The otherhood of man under the htherhood of God and the infnce
worth ggd dignity of the individual soul make us all members of the
“same ffmily. !

Diging World War 1I, the destruction of half of 1 race of people
because'6F greed and hate lef 2 charge on the conscience of America that
brate force shall never reign agrin! America struck against Nazi Germany,
tpuelly teeating minorities in its black holes of torure. Likewise, today,
¢ cannot overlook human injustice imposed- iy durk comers of the
ftth. The fight for human rights s not Jimired to local and nationsl levels
but'is on the international plane.

For example, in spite of solemn guarancee of human tighs in a treaty
of peace with Hungaty, fundamental sights and freedoms. have been flag
rantly violated by the communist/Govetnment of Hungary in a deliberate
pattern of suppression. Freedom qf polirical OpmlOn has been extinguished

A |
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through the destruction.of oppusition policical parties and the establishment
of an insidious network of police. Freedom of expression has been sup-
pressed by reswrictive press decrees, control of printing establishments and
newsprint, and the exclusion or expulsion of foreign correspondents, Frec.
dom of public meeting on polical matters has been' denied to all except
communist groups and their collsborators. And freedom of religious wor-

~ ship has been drastically and barbarously limited,

There could be no clearer evidence of the need for international guar:
antees of human rights, clearly and explicitly written, }

What we need is 2 World Bill of Rights, comparable to oue precious
Bil of Righes. This is not a brand new iden. The need for o World Bill
of Rights was recommended by Thomas Jefferson in 1787, when be said:

"A Bill of Rights is whar the people are entitled to against every
government on earth; general or particular; and what no just govern-
ment should refuse. . . "

The philosophy of Thouas Jefferson was right then! It is needed now,
Such a Bill would emable man to five and grow under God, and provide
an indestructible bulwark for-the peace and happiness of pesples everywhere

A ray of hope is penctrating the ominous clouds that envelop some
parts of the earth. The United Nations Commission on Human Rights'.is
iguin wrestling right here in New York City with the task of drakting
an international Covenant on Human Rights, With Mrs. Franklin D.
Roosevelt as chaitman, the representatives of eighteen nations are meeting

1

Dmner Session, Monday, May 16: Presiding, George Manrice Monris, pust-
prosident, American Bar Association,




30 Y THE CITIZENSHIP CONFERENCE

at this very hour on ehis vital subject. We all carnestly hope and pray
for the success of this covenant onvindividual libert

In our search for peace, we"want norhing of any people anywhere
except their goodwill

| feel sure that the vase majoriy of the people in Al counties share
our own hatred of war. [ wish chat.all the peoples of the world had. tele
vision. Then they could see that here in the United States we have o
convincing example of how those of every race and creed G live and
work together in_harmony, ,

"~ We come from all the countries of che wo rld-—ong;mtlng from over
120 nationalities—fused. into one nation by our common faith in the
principles by which this country was founded. The great truth that people
50 united can live together has been thoroughly tested in the laboratory
of America

Hete all he 120 miionale live side by side and in peace. Mllllons
of words, vohume after volume, could be written to substantiate dis, But
0 see how democracy functions, 1h one needs is to 4o to a baschall game
in Breklyn, C

Ii all these groups can live together in harmony in one country, why
ant al nations live together in harmony all over the world? And there
is whete education must play its determining part in world afse,

[ believe the time is nearing, if it has not already artived, when thee
should be established a world university to which would come outstanding
students of all the countries, to be educated in an atmosphere of truth
and freedom, , .

I often surmise what would be the effect on future generations if
enlightened men and women, upon returning home from such a universiy,
would assume active public roles. Who knows what untold good for the
world would result? N

In speaking of our charters of lberty, President Truman gave us in-
spiring words with which 1o rededicate ourselves to TODAYS CHAL
IENGING OPPORTUNITY, when he said: o

. with faich in our hearts, we shall make our land a hippier
home for our people, a symbol of hope for all men, and a rock of
security in a troubled world.”

With God's help we shall achieve this noble gml

OUR JOB-IN THE WORLD TODAY .

ROBERT BURTON HOUSE
Chancellor, University of Noth Caroling

R. TOASTMASTER, Attorney General, Tadics and Gentlemen: |

am delighted to be here. T was embarcassed by my friend Curl

Hyatt when he requested me to come up and talk on such  farge

topic, and 1 protesied that 1 did not know enough about the world to

talk to an intelligent audience—or an unintelligent one—about the world.

"Well," he said, "Bob"— (we are college mates)—'if we had wanted some-

body to speak about the solution of the problems of the world, we would have

brought Frank Graham. We want jou to go up there to illustrate the
difficulties and the size of the situation.”

I should like toparticipate in the conference as a whole. The job of
the citizen i his community, the job of the citizen in politics, the job
of the citizen in the world today—these almost solve the problem chat |
deal with, because the things that make a person are the things that make
A community or a state or nation or world. . . .

I believe that not all communication is in tems of discourse, We Jearn
in many ways. [ have 2 manuscript which 1 have turned in to show that
[ have done the proper intellectual work for this address. Now, 1, too,

-+ want to make a talk and I want to present my “notes” to you in rough

form. They will be a part of my speech. (Dr. House, amid hughter and
applause, played three songs on the harmonica,)
Now, I am an amateur atist-and 2 school teacher. I want to make an

artistic illustration on 4 pedagogical point. I love music, but [ had to

study it and 1 wouldhate to tell you how many thousands of houss I have
spent practcing on that harmonica, | believ, in all sincerity, that whether
we are talking about an easy, humble sort of thing fike the enjoyment
of a litte folk music on a simple instrument, or whether, we are talking
about our homes, our schools, our churches, our culture, our cirizenship
a5 1 whole, or of the entire world as we try o extend our genuine neigh-
borhood in a world which is now asbitratily a small community, we would
do well o bear in mind that the only extension of neighborhaod is through
the benume positiveness of love, as it nerves our minds to study; of

thought, as it illuminaces our minds; and of action, as it integrates our

fove and thought.
[ believe with all of my soul that where we get into- trouble is by
overestimating our powers in this sort of spiritual, intellectual, moral, and

Y
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-~ policical growth. /}nd the Nemesis of it is that we fall into hate, confusion,
frustration, so many times,
*Itis o exsy in the deligheful wmosphere of jhis conference—we are
all more or less of one mind—to go through the beauriful exhibic of ltera
ture and othér teaching devices. It is like an ordercd mind with a subject:
mateer laid out, beaweifully expressed and easily understond
That is not the problem of the g overage American citizen in the world
today. The problem of the average citizen”in the world today is back in
his own self, which is disincegrating by disease, by ignbrance, by hare
It is a far more explosive problem than the weomic bomb. Tt lies in the
quality of the culture and the conversation in bis home with his wife and
children and with his friends. There is the aren in which fundamental
attitudes are created, developed, and expanded, .

, Ieis in such chings as these that we begin our work as average citizens
trying to-increase our neighborhood to include the world. Tt might help
under the idea of responsibility and sk, to ask what are we mainly
responsible to, in America? What is the task that grows out of that
responsibility?

I would unhesitatingly siy that we should feel and pracrice nd propa- |

gate the sentiment that we are responsible to God. That, of course, has
been said, but I mean o sentiment that inspires our hearts should be
followed through with our minds. We are not, sudying religion enou;,h
and so much of the indifference o religion comes out of an ignorafce of
the Jewish, the Cacholic, the Protestant tmdition out of which Ametica
came, out of which the Western World came—the ideals the senciments
the purposes, thar are the salvation of the world today.

Fam not speaking in terms even of the grear religious families, [ am
not speaking in terms of any denomination whatsoever, 1 am trying'to
say that we should grasp what Alfred North Whitchead brings to us (it
is hard to read but tremendously important to understand)—that God is
that unity by which we understand exch other as individuals, by which we,
15 communities, can-be tied together, the only means by which our spirit
may expand and enrich and deepen to embrace che problems of the sentj-
ment ¢ven of 2 world neighborhood. '

And then one of our greatest historians, Amold . Tojnbe, puts the
problem this ways, Of course we recognize thar economic and politcal
order is the fiest necessity, as we look out on the world today, But that
sort of order waits-on a governmental order, so thar we may, indeed, have
an atmosphege hd 2 means by which we may work togecher, But world
government waits on the conquering of those selfish atitudes, those ex-
plosive attitudcs, which drive people apart in their purposes and then

EKC
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ling them togedher in wars—two of which our own genertion has had
o weather,

He suid it all waits on chat wniversal church, not in any denominational
sense whatsoever, but that spirit by which men, women, and children may
be schooled exactly in love, in though, action, love of God, with l of
our minds, souls, and strength, che fove of our neighbor even as we decntly
love ourselvs, .

Yet, though thar is the tradition of Ameica, though that is the form
off Americs, though there is no Tundamental diffrence of opinion- with
that idea, we give lip service that sort of thing in America. There ought
not to be sixey-fve million Americ ans with no afflaion wih any religious
arganization whatsoever. And it is well known gt most of us, as liymen,
within our own churdles are absentee and Lizy members.

E firmly believe that che bedrock muse be hid before we cun rear any
structure of citizenship that can possibly reach to world proportions, '

My second point is that [ chink it should be emphasized that we are
responsible under God for America. Of course, we are responsible s ciizens
to our own country. [ have in my mind and heart no place for the traitor,

 however he may be called, whose allegiance is elsewhere, But we are not

consideging thr, tonight

The positive thing in responsibility is to love America, to study and
know America; know her history and traditions, know her structure, know
her government, and know Ametica in her relations with the world—
(that s no easy task)—and then, politically, a5 has been mentioned, to
follow through on that knowledge. We have an educational sk of no
mean proportions. 1 endorse everything that Mr. Luke said about our
schools. I endorse everything tha could be said about the importance of
out schools, our colleges, our universities. That is my work. That is where
my life is dedicated

[ noticed in chis moring’s paper that we have nine million ciizens
who are either illterate or so rudimentaty in cheir ability to read, to
write, to speak, that they cannot handle even the beautifully simple or-
ganization of material which we have exhibited in this conference. But
[am not concerned much with absolute illiteracy in America, That is not
out chief danger. Our danger is functional iliteracy. I mean by that, men
and women who have been schooled, who do know how to read, to write,
to speak, and who do not read anything other than the headlines; who
Wil not at a{ except "Yours of the last date received,” and so on; and
whose speech betrays them as %eing under an emotional rension and an
intellectual starvation that is disastrous,

We must get fundamentally back. | have heard in so many conversa-
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tions, programs and plans of actions suggested for parts of the carth abou
which the speakers could neither call the names nor give the history, or
anything concrete about them whatsocver. |

Bur I would go deeper: There are millions of our citizens who con-
sder the radio, as sonderulan instrument as it i, 2 substiute for rending
who consider the movies 1 substituee for reading books. While they are
wonderful, tﬁ_ey ate not in any serse of the word devices for feeding the
mind and extending our power in time and space in a way to compare
with a book. We have to feed our minds more. [ would put it this w\§
If we had more passion for history, we would indulge in less hyseria

I will say, also, that, as wonderful as the radio or the movies or the
newspapers may be, each and all of chem, we need some critical appercep-
tion of these devices. The newspapers by nature are controversial and
excitable. That is all right; we will never stop that, But the citizen.ceading
‘the newspaper should have some grounding in history, in social science,
that would give him a basis of criticism,

Have you ever taken'even one of the great papers which is giving an
account of something which you yourself know exacdly? And have you
not noted how many inaccuracies thete are where you yourself really know
the facts?- That s a sigeificant thing, |

And then the unctuous voice of che radio commentator, His facts may
be sound; I do not know. But his interpretations are frequently diabolical
And there is no protection from that except 1 point of critical apperception
in the mind of the hearet-~and that is our job. -

Then, not to belabor ourselves too much, [ want to make this point;
1 am absolutely certain thar we Americans know how to work and know
how to fight. We have proved that twice in one gencration, and, tinder
God, we can prove it agai0. But I am not sure that we know how t0 phy.
When we use the word “play” in America, it has a connotation of trivialty
and dissipation, . |

And that is the-effect of so much of qur play time. Read the headlines
after a holiday and you will know that nine-tenths of the tragedies in
Americy occur when people e at lisure looking for 2 good time and
ot knowing where to find it

[ firmly believe that more ‘artistic, mote musical, more literary, more
philosophical depth and enjoyment of culture s a sort of food that our
bored and tense and scared minds necd—and need despetarely. I think the
mood of innocent enjoyment, [ think the ability to conduct a civilized
conversation is a thing of the past. | am despairing of hearing many more
conversations. 1 hear o lot of ooise. Get a dozen Americans around 2
dinner table and you will have six conversations going on at the sume

RIC

E

IToxt Provided by ERI

HOUSE—OUR JOB IN THE WORLD TODAY 1

|
time. We seem 1o be incapable of sustained thought together,

And if we cannot do it for fun, how’can we do it for work on behalf
of the whole world? I could go deeply into this, but I believe 1 have in-
dicated what I mean, ) '

Just one fimal poine: [ believe that if we had more reverence for
representative. government, if we knew dhe distfcrion between "repre-
sencative. government” and "direct democracy” in our thinking, we would
do mote good at the level of world affairs, Peaple in one mation do not
very successfully speak to people in another mation in direct cerms, Nations
speak to nations. And we have to speak through our representatives, |

believe that we should inculcate in ourselves, in our children, in our students,
Mmote reverence,

0

We should have reveretice, in the first place, for our elected tepresents-
tives, Each one of us votes for a Congressman, for tw Senators, directly
for the President. There are appointive offcers: there gre policies that the
Congress, the President, the Judiciary Deparement' have direct authority
over. Sometimes we bypass this in our thinlgng and expect by group actin,
and particularly by pressure groups, to run Congress or the President that
Way. ‘ o |

[ make bold to say that T want 2 tepresentative who will play the man,
whether he takes my opinion or not. [ would much prefer to have a
Congtessmun or a Senator who will uge i best judgment when he has
really studied what s before him, whether he agrees with me or not, than
0 be successful at any time in o pressure group that would put over
what I think to be a good thing, T

['do not have his point of view. Now, you may say that we would.
have more respect for our Representatives, our Senators if they were more
worthy of respect. I grant that, But what we forger is the other half of
that idea. TF we had more respect for them: they would ultimately become
more worthy offrespet, o

We are, I think, an irreverent sort of people in America. We pretend
ton facilely to cynical knowledge of the make-up of our responsible leaders,
We do nor possess thar knowledge any more than we possess the con-
stuctive knowledge, My hat is off to the politician, to the man who rakes
enough interest in our country to run for office and get elected.

['want to ger the best. I rejoice chat North Caroling, having bad a
chance, sent her best to the United States Senate. | am nor trying to praise
an individual. [ am rejoicing in social and political phenomenon; it may
mean sumething. |

be'ieve: that whether other countries of the world are as truly repre:

+ sentative a5 we are, or not, they must speak through their representatives,
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I believe that I am not sesponsible for the world. | would rather put it that
[ am “responsive” to the world, This thing of world peace, world order,
world government, is a mutual affair. When we sy thar we are responsible
for the world, that way lies madness! '

Germany fele very responsible for the world. Before World War 11
2 Dune remarked that the Germans were good neighbors until they began
1o think about who was going to rule the world—and then they promptly
went Crazf, ‘ ] -

[ do not want Americans to begin to go crazy about their responsibiliy
for the world. 1 would racher for them to be diligent and intelligent and
teligious in their responsiveness o afl men,”anywhere, who, themselyes,
have a decent self-tespect, who work through their homes and communi-
tes, their states and their nations, 10 the level where they may join hands
with us. § believe that sore of thing s genuine. o

1 come back to my fundamental thesis, in closing, | believe that only by
genuine love, thought, action, in the self in society, and under God, do we
extend our neighborhood in this ‘world ac all And thar when we fool
ousselves by over-teaching ourselves in our pride and haste—because we
ate an impatient people—ve ate asking for what we get: hate, confusion,

fruseeation, /

Wi recognize that political information is inporsant, bai we
. deplre the lack of reliable informaiion about Ipeoﬁle ond afair
dhroad that' s available on o level that can be anderstood by
average Amsrican, citizens, W herefore rgcbmmeud that;
0. A greater emphasi be placed wpon persondl correspondence
between American citiens and. the citizens of foreign nations,
b, Increased altention be given to excbmw of permnnel in
schaaly and colleges, sorial welfare teork, and industy.
¢, Greater 1s¢ be made of the information services provided by
the United Nations and its specialized agencics,

—Discussion Group 14
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|, ENRICHING AMERICA

WATSON B. MILLER

Commissioner, Tmmigration and Naturalization Service
United States Department of Justice

UR beloved country- s a compusition of the worlds peoples, and

“in this lies her almost mystical strength. We, her children, are

tied together, not by any philosophy of blood or common ethnic

traits, but by an. idea—the iden of individual freedom, of liberty under
law, of justice before which all men stand equal.

It is this idea of individual freedom—so aptly portrayed by the mag:
nificent Statue of Liberty here in New York harbor—thar, like an un:
quenchable thirst, drives the peoples of the earth to seek admittance at
our doors, You and [ know their longing, we know how easily the pathway
td their heart's desire can be barred by false moves made under the guidance
of those who seek only their own material gain o

Qur job is not only to prevent this sort of thing, but, within the con-
fines of the law, to assist those who qualify for admission to find cheir
proper niche and become contributing members of our citizenry.

We are justly proud of the contributions that have been made to our
cultute and economy by those who through the years have joined us from
foreign fands. Thesike our own ancestors, came seeking bright new hori-
20ns of opportunity or 4 haven from tyranny and persecution, and staped
to enrich with their own. the blood stream of this spiritual reality that is

. America. .

On October 30 of hst year, I was in the Atorney Generals pany
which flew up to New York to greet the firse boat load of displaced persons
arriving in this country. In presenting the President’s greerings to them,

-~ General Clak called them “The Pilgrims of 1948

[

And that is what they and the others who are following them are. To
quote our grear President, Harry S. Truman, "We have thrived un the
energy and divessity of many peoples. It is a source of our strength that
we number among our people all religions, faiths, and national. origins."

The "Pilgrims of 1948," as were the Pilgrims of the 1600, are Pro-
testant, Cacholic, and Jew, and come from all walks of life—farmers,
domestics, doctors. They, like the cest of us, will get out of their life here,
that which they put into it. They ate taking on the great responsibility of
proving to the world that America's confidence in them was not misplaced,
They can—and | am cenain will—contibute much to America.

.

[43]

43



i THE CITIZENSHIP CONFERENCE /‘
. We are, it is true, the strongest, wealthiest, most powerful people in
the world. But to combine wisdom with power—to stay” level-headed, to
keep our perspective, and yet to move steadily forward in strengthening
ouf democratic processes=that is the challenge and the acid test of good
American citizenship.-
It is not without purpose that our children give daily in school the
"Pledge of Allegiance™ to these United States of America

On Ammistice Day all over our countty, great machines stop, cities

pause in their mad rush, school children cease cheir work, the very coun- -

tryside seems to hush, s for two minutes the whole nation lifts its heart
to God in silent prayer—prayer of consectation for its noble dead, of
thanksgivigg for each year of peace.
- That i?;ighr!‘ Iris good 7,

But I am looking forward to the day when by Congressional action 2
time will be designated during ‘I Am an Ametican Day” Jfor the whole
nation to pause—while each American, whether at an observance or else
whilts, voluntatily in the presence of God and each other, renews his
allegiance, so that all the world may know that 4 free people who may
disagree and express their differences are, at the same time, loyal to the
country that preserves for them cheir liberties

Ameica s strong because many races and religions, many voices and
many features, have been blended into her democracy, We are proud thar

I

I

WHAT SHOULD WE DO ABOUT THE
COMMUNIST THREAT IN ASIA?

(Introduction to -he 560th Broadcast of AMERICA's Town
MEETING, May 17, 1949)

Maderator George V. Denny, Jr, speabing:

Good evening, neighbors. We are
happy to be presenting tonight's program in cooperation with the Fourth
National Conference on Cirizenship sponsored jointly by the Department
of Justice and the Narional Education Association which is meeting here
in New"York this week, We are happy to welcome so many delegates to
this Conference here in our audience tonigh,
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Participants in the Toun Meoting Pfogrmn,iMay)I A Harold Jsaucs, forein
correspondent of Newsweek, H. R. Knickerbocker, newspaperman und foreigr e -
correspondent for Internationak News Service; George V. Denny, Jr.. president,
. The Toun Hall, Ine, Jobn M. Vorys, United States Congressman from Obio;
). ], Singh, naive of India and presidens of the India Leage of America,

our ideal works because it is grounded in human tolerance and friend!i-
ness and faith. We have learned that only by a rational analysis of the
things for which we-are willing to live and die and by protecting the
rights of the individual, which age the vety heart of our democracy, may
we tealize our common purpose 45 2 nation—our joint brotherhood, our
joint dedication, under God, to the freedom of men. -

Today let us hope that we here assembled will strengr% et mote
this bestign of freedom, that we will through our joint efforts nhake possible
in the days to come a continuing enrichment of America's blood stream—
a continued growth of her spiritual and moral fibers

Provincialism takes in geographic, racial, cultsral, intellectnal,
economic, religions areas of life
—Discusson Group 13
)




[

i . THE CITIZENSHIP CON;FEREN(;E ¥,

R
Summaries of the Discussion: . R : SECOND “THUMBNAIL REPORT
CONGRESSMAN VORYS: We must help the people. of: Asia overcome * s s .
communism and imperialism with the third way—the American "way of o . W
the open door of independence and interdependence, murual aid, and espect. | RUTH CUNNINGHAM -
Communism i Asia is world comsfunism, spreading by lies, ereor, | Associate Professor, Teachers College, Columbiy University

force, and violence—a threat to our own securit. It must he' stopped. by

" force—economic, moral, military force. We mist help stop. i by aiding

those who are struggling against it, for cheir cause is our e,
MR. 15AACS: There is no military solution to this, problem any more

ADIES and Gentlemen of the Fourth Natjonal Conference on Citizen-
ship: This is the second report from you to you, highlighting the

i T e e i i accounts of our thinking together during our meetings this morning,
: , that ! » are driven - . e
thin there is o the broader world problems <hat Asail . If e are drive On one thing we are all sgreed: That this business of developing

to the point of milry struggle, then we have been defated, \yha;cver' world citizenship is not 2 matter of "Wouldn't it be nice if we did?" It

.the outcome. We have to use the time rh'm,'.reﬁaﬂins to: leatn how L dee ' is 2 matter of “We mugt” .

velop & bold and revolutionary spirit in “()v;ld-aﬂ'girs, 50,”?"".1’“[ n LR Developing world citzenship is not an easy matter. We all know. that

to the nationa} barriers tht ate suangfing Euope on the one-harl and there are problems, of course. The impoftsat thing s that ve do not le

to help the peoples of Asia shape a new kind of I,n‘ife .f?r“;rll.t:{nselves_?“ these problems get us down, but tather, that we identify them and Jist

the other. This is the only way to buck communist woiitatanism. g them, analyze them and face chem squarel, 5o we can see our way clear
MR. RNICKERBOCKER: This is the one thing that Lfl.'lg'ke; 0 hate re- (0 constructive action,

membeted, and out survivl depends upon our realizing it; that thé: L - These are some of the problems we have identifid in our small groups:

communiss put bulles frs, ballis next. They t'“,b‘?“ffs. o everone. Petty and eivial 45 it may sound, “name:cllng” is one of our big prob-

who would use ballos against them. Then they give the surivor rhe.ballp 5 lems. Honest, democratic, social action sometionts s inferpreted by “re.
Let's give the free peaples of Asia arg)_s;.‘le,.ﬁdersl.mip, motal SUppOr, spectble peope” 35 “Communisic” ;

and economic backing to defend themselves OV agiingt commypit im- Fea is another one of our (ubles. Fear leads s 10 o foolsh hings,

peralism. Suve Chin, and Asia will be oved, Jts nor w0 e w0 sve somerimes. Sometimes we ate atid of peaple Keeping peaple out—~out

China, It s not oo late to prevent World War IIl. - 4

: o v of out organizations, out of gur neighborhoods, out of our country—is not
MR. SINGH: I come from a country where a.great man, a'great teacher,

lived uncl about 15 month [ ain referrng to Mahauga Gandhi : going to solve the problem. The American tradition is to welcome the
ived until about 15 months ago. 1 am ahatma Gandhi, .

i \ ‘ friendless and oppressed. Let us practice it through establishing legislation
Among other things,-Gandhi taught us to"respect the megns to the e?d.- o teflec this grear American taivion
He told us never o give up principles just to ahieve an end“'chapse h o Confusion of thought is another one of our barriers, One group tells
the end ivself s likely to be destroyed AR " ; j ; ‘ _' us that Americans should realize that some of the rest of the world resists
Let us b(yi all means lﬁghf fhiiozﬂulfs‘fd Com'f‘g"tf :(I):hrrr:ela:rsl[:él;l:: v us, not because of dur democradc ideal, bt because ur economic prac
let us not adope its unclean methods. Let vs stand by the true

et . tices are not always in fine with our democratic idealism,
of demorracy and wage a fight with 2 full and devont vbshefv f"?‘. m-"‘,h Y l".u,- oy The fear of minority groups that they will be deprived of economic
sucreer in the end, s . necessites becadse they are “diflerent” must be removed from act as well
| a5 deed and word

 Single copies of the full broadcast CT be ordered at 10 esch from

Yok 6 NY L Let us not get the idea that we cannot be loyal to community and
' ! 4 A A . . g . ] B l )
Fow Hal, oc, Toon Hal,Boe 36, Ney K?f PO , I ‘ country while being citizens of the world. These various loyalties should

. teinforce each other. And being “world-minded” does not mean that every-
o 3 one needs to think alike and believe the same things. We o not expect
that in our home towne; why should we expect it in‘our world communities?

L Let us be informed. The implementation services of the Unired Nations
Coe o can be of great help. One group suggests: Let us break down our prablem

47
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Jf world. responsibility into small pieces which people can understand;
also, let us stare early in life o the children grow up understanding world
problems. Another group reports thar the State Department prepares ‘
monchly written and radio incerpeerrions of State Department policy in
terms we can all understand "

ldencficaton and analyses are importans, o couss, but they are ot "
enough. We miust be prepared to move inco constructive action. These are
some of the suggestions that have come from our groups: knowing people

4 helps. Some people seem to think that they are too Busy taking care of them. o
. Selves o help anybody else. Let us belp them to ;-'ffealize that they are not
only leading narzow lives for themselves bur they are helping to make 4

lms, television, and the press. And, by the way, ler us insist thar we g
our facts straight. However, rather than slapping theit fingers when people
do nor do as we fike and do not give us the facs straight, let us pet behind
them and help. Let us let those in auhority know that we want world-
minded information and world-minded citizens. .
Incidentally. while we are about it, let us not avelook the untn rc
soueces tha many of us have close ar hand, How about he trave] experience
of the men and women who have been in the armed forces? Educnion o
* cannot stnd alone: It needs the support of Strong and sound legslation
which will make it possible for us to practice what we preach,

L | Regional, stae, and local conferences similar 1o this conference, suguests
nartow world, Everybody needs us and we need ‘gve{ybody. . one group, will help people think through cheir problems. And they insist
Let us write Jetfers, We may never know how important exchange cor- o that in such conferences we have small groups such as those in which we

respondence berween United States citizens nndf‘,‘other countries can he.
Let us exchange personnel with other countries{}st&dcnts, ten%hers, wel-
fare workers, people in business and indusuy, %

One way. to-become acquainted, according tq?;?long' group, 15 to invite
people from other countries, particularly from i’fhe‘ United Nations, to
spend a weekend in the community as guests in-our homes. We get to
know them and they get to know us

We recommend, says another group, that business and general organizations
admit to membership and encourage full participation in all activities on
the basis of individual abilicies regardless of race, nationality, or religion.

“As we learn to know people they learn to know us, We become am-
bassadors-atarge of the United States of America' Let us make sure that ;.
we and our reptesentatives abroad condudt ourselves 0 a5 to reflect credit |
on our country. Knowing people helps, but_,“;&'orking with them towar{ o
‘murual goals may be even more important, - . '

One group sugpests that citizens of the U;med States can incrense ther

have been meeting,

One group sums up the whole aren this way: Until each individual,
young and old, opens his mind and his heart in an eamest endeasor 10 know,
understand, and appreciate other people a5 individuals and 15 groups, the
world around, and refraing from enforcing his opinion on others, we
annot hope to get along with ourselves or with ocher people.

To repet: The one thing on which we are 4l agreed is that this busi-
ness of developing world citzenship is not  mateer of, “Wouldn' it be
nice Jf we did?" It is 0 mateer of “We must” And we are doing it, too,

fi A Legislaton chould be teamed with eduation,
information and effectiveness in world uffais by afilating themselves with *
organized groups of fike-minded interests ué other parts of the country ; bl shorld oo _
and in other parts of the world. We should ek common interests around 4 Ld,eh ol b awiled sk g o “OmIILEy o
which we cin organize activities in which @emb{:rs of diverse national " operdion
and cultural groups in chis tountry can pnn}kipnté, _ 4 '
Some groups suggest drives, such as the Red Cross and cancer drives, Intercultural nderstanding a5 an approdch to internationdl un.
Of course, one action front is education, We in‘educarion ate going 10 o dertanding was pavicilarly sreved. . . World mnderstanding
have to fift our eyes from the narrow pages of o book-bound curticulurm | mast begin as home,
and help our students to e, think, and feel 45 studpnts of the world. Bur - '
education through schools is nor enough, Educ:moh,jﬁis everybody's business o o
—in lodges, unions, organizitions, service groups, and clubs of all kinds, : ~Disausion Group 2

And let us nor overlook the tremendous educational influence of radio, )

2e I D g
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A person who pantcipuses actvely and intlligently on she
local level will inevitably be 4 botter citizen in polities and in
the lurger, interndtionl aspe,

) ~Discussion Group 12

The Luncheon Punel: Presiding, Hurold Benjamin, deun, College of Education,
University of Muryland. Reuing, left 1o right: Ed P Phillips, pretident, Richmond
Citizens dssociation; Artbur L. Thexton, associute professor of political science,
Universily of Bridgeport; Charles §. Jobnson, president, Fish Univenssty; Ruth
Cunningham, associate professor, Teachers College, Columbia Uniersiy, and

thumbnail reporter for the conference; Angels Pari, uthor, couuling edusator,,

and honorary sponsor for the four national conferences on Gitizenhip; Harold

Benjomin; Richard Barnes Kennan, executive secretary, National Commission
for the Defense of Democracy through Bdncation, Netional Education Asiocic .
tion; H. Roland Frickenhaus, member, National Board of, Directors, United States

Jmicr Chamber of Commerce; Mrs, Jesse M. Bader, member,"‘Efd‘ctﬁi_qe Con
. mitiee, United Comncil of Church Women; Mitchell Stiridoff, president, Con-
- nectient Indnstria) Council, C10; Erneyt 0), Melby, dean, School of Education,

ling, vice chainman, Youmg Adult Council,

New: York University; Emily Soi
Natigng] Social Welfare Assembly; George L. Armeman, nationdl palrintic in.
e stractor, Veterans of Foreign Wars

y

RESPONSIBLE AMERICAN CITIZENS

Their Job in the Community
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THE CINCINNATI STORY

ARTHUR L. THEXTON
Associate Professor of Poliical Science, University of Bridgepor

NTIL about a year and a-half ago [ was just a businessman in Cin-

- Cinnati Since that time [ have been studying So you might
say that 1 am in my post-industral and pre-professorial period.

[ have now had the pleasure and rather peculiar fecling of being introduced
15 a professor, which is really quite something new, |
y  The Cincinnati Story is a very heartening story, and | think an interest-
ing one, not primarily for its success, but for its continuity, It has often
been Qid, and facts will usually bear it out, that reform political parties
may be born, but they will usually die in infancy. And they have.

Tne City Charter Committee,-or the Charter, as it is now known, is
more than a quartet of a century old. This makes it I think, without any
question the only continuing successful reform political party in the history
of American municipal politics. I should ke o give you a quick picture
of what ha;;pened, within the time limit which has been set.

The Charter Party was born in 1924, and upon the typical basis of 2
reform party in the city. There was an extremely bad local sivuation. The
machine in this case happened to be a Republican machine, but, s you
well know, it makes very little difference what kind it is—a machine is
a machine. - |

The city was in an extremely :bad condition. The financial condition
was bad; everything was bad, s it usually is when reform movements arc
born. ‘

Firs, the new Charter was adopted in 1924 by an overwhelming vote
of two and one-half to one. Then came-the time of the decision: Should
the City Charter Commission, originally formed for the purpose of getting
& new charter in the city, become an advispry organization, an endorsing
organization, or reteeat nto the hackground and sty, “The job is now done.
We have reform, and we trust the substance will follow.” Or should it
become a poliically active organization? The details of the history of thar

decision are interesting, but, again, they do not fall within the limits of -
the time. Let us only say that the Commission did become a political or-

ganization, a political party, |
The basis was the usual basis—that citizens who believed in good

| Bovemment were anxious to see men elected to office who would imple.

ment the Charter. It was a fusion movement built on the basis of 1 weak
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Democratic party which existed, and the independent Republican group.

I mighe say, on the mateer of basis, that I would also attribute its Sceess
in furute years to hese elements: In che fst plce, to the women of Gin-
cinnati. %ho bore by far the largest share of the poliical burden during
the following yeas.

In the second place, to the young people—an important factor and an
important. point o realize, because 1 am 10ld so many times that young
people do not find an interest in chis type of effore It is ot true, and
our experience in-Cincinnati proves the young people carty a great deal
of the burden all the way down thmugh the jeats, |

In-the third place, the same experience which you so ofien hae, hap-
pened here—~the busiest men gave the most rime It is never the people
Who have time to do things that you can get to do a job It is always the-
penple who are already too busy, who will do it. But we did have 1 corps
of lawyers and businessmen who carried the ball right from the beginning
and who did a wonderful job. _ , |

We also had, forunately in the beginning, 4 fairy good press feport.
Out of three newspapers we had the very vigorous support of one, and
the somewhat grudging support of the other two,

And then another factor—and I will speak about this in greater detail
if- [ have: more ime—the people sid they stopped  being aftaid of 2
politcal machine. It s a strange thing, bur there seems 1o exis always
the idea that o' machine is insurmountable. Any time it is suggested that
a political machine be opposed, i is felt some dire consequence will follow,

 This s usually prety fciious. Thete are some cireumstances under
which an existing, entrenched machine can bring some pressures o' bear;
but usualy it s a fiticious fear, and in this case it was, Once it was dis
missed from the people's minds, it no longer existed. Here is what hap-

pened, o give you quickly the story:

A ticket was run in 1925 and 1926 called the Charter ticket. And the

lineup; in Cincinnati, ever since that time, has been the Charter versus the

Republican organizarion, Tn 1925 six men were elected to the Council;
again in 1927 and again in 1929 they were elected. In che beginning the
vote was about 65 percent Charter and 35 percent organizational Republi-
cans. Then we began 1o see the picture which is always predicted—that
soon after the frst lush of great enchusiasm is over, people will gd back
to-their homes and offces and the machine will again come into control,

To some extent this is true in Cincinnati, but the Chareer stayed in
power for twelve years—up until 1937, They were really in power for
ten, and then, through a coalition which was a itde complicated, for two
more years. In other words, in power for twelve years and then defeated
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The woting having gone dowen from 65 percent to  lile less than 0
percent, it continued to go down, The organizaion came back into power
and the Chanter vote dropped steadil, uﬁl it went down to 33 percent
in 1941, And this s the thing which defies all the Newconian s of
politcs: The trend tuened back pward, and in 1943 we gor 40 percent
of the vore; in 1945 we received 47 percent of the vore; and in 1947
Tu\aving been our of power for ten years, the Charter again won 1 municipal
election and elecred five out of nine councilmen.

The Feasons for the maintennnce of the Charter 15  vigorous political
enity during those ten yeurs of defeat are obviously somewhar diverse
I should like to spesk of one factor which we found tremendously im-
portant. That was proportional. reptesentation. P. R, which has been in

effect in Cincionati ever since the beginning, hus been opposed by the

organization for frirly obvious reasons,

There have been three special elections—in 1933, in 1936, and again
in 1942. In two of those the parry was defeated by an unbelievably close
margin, but the list time by over eighteen thousand. Tt is the feeling of

everyone connected with the Charter movement that P. R, hus been ¢

teemendously valuable factor in maintaining the minority 15 an entity.
Not so much in winning the elections. We wocld have won the elections
under any voting system. But the maintenance of 1 vigorous minority dur-
ing the years of defeat was unquestionably due o P. R. 1 do not have
‘the time now, but if anybody would like to tangle with me on the issue of
P. R 1 shall be very glad to meet you in che dext room,

Now, 1 should like to speak of one other factor in Cininnat, and that
s the stiecy amateur standing of the organization. This is exteemely im-
portant from sevorel points of view. In the firt place, it s important be-
Cause we must realize thar being amateuss is not a great drawback,
 When you_get info poliics, which, a5 you can guess, | was during
many of these years, you find that the opposition is ot nearly 15 tough
as you thought it was. You find that the.men on the other side are not
extremely skillful, they are often very stupid: They do, however, do the
wark. They go about their business, They know all che people, They have
the-orgaiization, and they spend 1 ko of time with it

We did not find them of any greut ability, but we did find thae they
did the work. And we find that wmateuss i compete with them ety
successfelv.

The ocher important fuctor about-being amaccur is the fact that, when
you are defeated and you mo longer have anybody in office, and if our
officeholders did not have the srength of your wrigina organizers, you
have lost.nothing. You did nor ger a\nything out of it when you were in
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power, and you do not get any less out of it when you are in defeat
Because of your amateur standing, becauce of your continuing interest
in-the principles of good government, you have lost nothing and you: just
simply keep on working. Afier 1 while you find che means of winning
again. | almast chink ehis discovery of maintaining smateur standing in
politics comes under the heading of “contributioff to political theory, .,
Now, in this brief moment, lec me, if 1 can, draw 4 few conclusions

from these twentyfive years of reform—political success and defenr, but

on the whole most remarkable success. 1 would draw them s follows:

In-the fist place, the acceptance of the concep of being political, of
being poliically active and effecive. T find this extremely imporiant, |
recently attended 2 conference of people interested in good govetnment,
and | should Ike to mention two things thar happened there, . . ,

One man was teling of the work of an organiztion in the Middlewest,
in the field of inrernational afais. It s an excellent organization and has
done & wonderful job in edccaring the people in its community in inter-
national problems. Toward the end o His speech he said. "But we caanot
wait for an informed citzenry; our time is iiediate ln this Aromic Age
we have to elect now. The first thing we live to do is to elect to Congres
men who are informed, international-minded, men who are not isolationists,
men who can do something for us; orherwise we may all be dead before
we ate educated,”

At the end of his speech che question wﬁY asked from the foor, "Well,
since you feel that our position is o urgertt, may 1 ask what did your
organizaton do a yeat ago when you had rumning from your state one of
the worst esamples of bigoted, isohtionistic senatorhood in the United
States?" |

He flushed slightly and said, "Wel, of course that is true, bu we dig

not take any position because we have always felt thar we should not be

political." |

The other episode thar happened was that 1 woman wag telling a very
heartening story about the development of 4 community organization i 2
small city. She told about perfectly wonderful plans for the physical de-
velopment of the town by the group. ... At that point someone said, "How
does your city council feel, and how e you aiding them?”

“Well” she said, "they seem to be opposed and we do not fke to be
political"

These are excellent organizations, but the net results, added up, make
2610, ‘

The second point is chat 1 hink we huve 1o get rid of the dictum that
Al divisions in local affirs have to be dictated by elephant and donkey;

BB
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that Republican-Democrae is the only division that you can make in local
matters—which [ do not believe to be true. o

The third is thar, without in any way deprecating the work that has
been done under the words “non-partisanship,” | very much advocate
partisanship in behalf of good government, |

The next is the amarcur standing, which | spoke of before

<The next is the realistic appradsal of our opposition as well 4s of our-
‘selves.

And the next, which is perhaps the most importan, is that any organ-
ization, tobe effective in this field, must get its roots down far intw the
people; whether they are grass or sidewalk roots, chey must go well down
into the people. o \\

[ should like to quote something, in'conchusion, to $how my academic
standing, of Alexis de Tocqueville, when he was writing 114 years ago,
in what [ think is stll che greatest book on American democracy.

He said, "They found their strength in American democracy in chree

things: Firs, in-the federal form of goverment. Second, in dhe inde-
pendence of their judiciary, And, third, in those municipal associations
which impat to the people a love for freedom and 2 knowledge of the
art of beigg free” . - ‘ '

L

The group attempred o define the mininuem. political activitie
of u responsible American citizen. They 'iru'l/{d_vd: keeping himself
thoroughly informed on busic social frsnes; panticipating fn gronp
(¢ g, neighborhood) discussions on public matters; and voting
'irztelligently, not just for the sake of voting, o

~—Discussion Group 15
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THE RICHMOND STORY

ED P, PHILLIPS

Past-President, Richmond Citizens Avociation
N 4

EVERAL monthsa igo | had an opportunity to accept an inviturion to

attend a world confecence in Europe, We had o delightful flight

up to Gander. We ook off in lte evening from Gander and after

llying for several hours, abour four hundred miles our, T noticed a difference

in the feel of che plane. The vibration, all at once, was different, 1 felr in
my heart that something was wrong,

Then the steward came out. ... As he passed my chair | looked up and
\

26 he.looked at me, he said, “We are in trouble.”
[ said, "  thought % How far out ate we?" e
“About four hundrell miles," o o
L'stid, "How long will it ke 1o get back?” | | \
“About two hours,” )

I said, "How bad is it/

"We ae not sure; we have motor trouble and we cannor make it”
-~ Well, friends, that was a pretty bad feeling, o' be twenty thousind
feet up in the air over the Atlntic Ocean, I am not kidding you, bu 1
am delighted chat it happened to me, and for this reason: [ had an oppor-
wnity of tking inventory of myself. And do not think for one moment
that is not a good place to take inventory! That ocean was pretty deep.
‘and: twenty thousand feet is prey high. But my sense of value changed,
and ehat is what I wanted to tell you about, Then [ am ‘going to take you
to my home town, Richmond, Virginia,- .

Things were different. The things that wete important o me before
Were not too important then. [ thought of my family, my wife, my children,
my mother, my friends, my church, my school, and my country. They were
the important things, Not how many dollars I had in the bank, how much
inventory I had. That was not at all imporcant any more. |

Well, we got back. It was a long, long trip.and when we landed ol the -
equipment was out ready for a crack-up, We repaied the motors and went
o Europe. -

['am glad that | had that experience. T am glad, to0, that T had 2
chance to see some of the conditions in Eurape. It is not a beautiful picture
and there s a ot that can be done by the American people. A lot s being

*done, bur more cin be done. You henrd something about that the other day.

Well, s you see Italy, France, England, and  the suffering over there—

‘ .

{
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iele irls of six, seven, and eight years of age with their litle legs not much
/

larger than your thumb~—it gets close o our heart. It makes you stop and
think of what can happen swhen things go wiong inside-—qid that is what
happened in Richmond,

OId man apathy crept in, and he hit some very effective punches there.
For example, our voring habits got bad. People lost interest in the affars

of the city and afais of the state and afars of the nation They did not -

are wny more. All they were inetested in was one thing—making chat
almighty dollar, ,

Then things started happening in Richmond, For example, in one of
our-elections prioeto 1946, with a city of almost g quarter of 4 million
people, we elected Mhmayor of our ity with less than three thousand otes,
when we had 2975 city employees, Lt me repeat that: We elected a maor
of our city of almost 4 quareer of 4 million people, with less than three

- thousind votes, when there were 2975 ity employees

Weh, you draw your own conclusions as to where our problem was
People--businessmen, nurses, doctors—1 could quote some figutes if time
permiteed; they were not interestéd. The small businessmen in all lections
participated less than 2 percent. That is shocking Nurses participated les
than one-half of | percent. Big businessmen participated less than 50 percent,
. \:;g,j’lle fremen voted 97 percens, and city employees averaged almost 90
percent, :

-~ Wel, something had to be done and D, Douglass Freeman, editor of
* our Richmond paper, statted the fieworks with mn editorial, He challenged
tht: people of Richmond to du something abot it—snd they did. They ot
togecher. One:of our local clubs decided it was time o call all the civic
organizations together, the Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, League of Women Voters,
and Negro organizations, the churches, the schools, the children, the Boy
Scous, They did not stop; this was 2 fight not for any one organization, not
for any one:person, but for everybody. We had 4 vision, and we had 4
vicious enemy to fight and 1o lick—old man apathy—and he was pretry
powerful. His waistine was prety big and his hat was pretty high.

Most of you know the story. Wieh alt thoge organizations together we
formed what was known us the Richrond Citizens Association. Things
stated bappening from there on oct, and much was done. There were rwo
basic things we were interested in—good citizenship and good govern-
ment. That is what we fough for. We foughe hard, too. ‘

Here are some of the things we were able wél(): We increased the
voting habits of Richmond from three thousand 1o thirty - thousand, Tt
‘took a few campaigns, bu it was one. -

We increased the turnout at the pnrllsn We initiated a charter reform

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eric:
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with a refetendum, 10d chen che fight for the charter was begun, We hud
the ity hall crowd fighting us from cvery possible angle. We were called
everything that could be called, that could be printed, and that could be
said over the ait, We were told that we were catering o “big busincss,”
we were catering to the communists, We were called the "blue?tocking"
group. We wiere called all of those things, but we kept plugging away.

Well, finally they adopted a charter and we gave them an awful shellack-
ing, one they will never forget—three w one! Dy you realize that with
1 modern forn”of government we had to bave friends 1o put that over?
So another campaign was put on, and we beat them again; three to one,
again. When I say "we” I mean all the people in Richmond. And there,
again, we broke another record of urnout ax the polls. We elected 2 counci
that was friendly to this form of government, They are in there today
pitching and doing 4 grand job.

Thete s ust one other thing 1 want o tell you, and that is about our
Gold Feaher Day program, That came ou of the program there in Rich-
mond. We knew we had to have something around which we could rally
the people. S0 we crented What was known as the Gold Feather Day in
Richmond, by prochmation of the mayor. Everybody who voted gor
gold Fearher. That gold feacher meaor something; they were proud to wear
it. 1 was proud to wear mine. We had hoved to have one here for each of
you, but they did not acrive in time. You will receive yours in the mail.

Everybody who voted received“a gold feather and anybody who did
not vote did not haye thar gold feather. Those who did not have that
80ld feather in dheir hat or lapel, well, they knew chat they had not as-

* sumed their sesponsibiity. And that s what we wanted them 1o know,
We had the newspapers, the radio stations, the churches, the schools,

the.clubs, and all of them together in his ight 10 ger out 10 o The
League of Women Voters pur call across the city 1o sivey thousand homes
to every man, woman, and hild 10 o 10 the nolls or take an interes i
this program. And that gold feather meant 4 litce bit more, too, |

That night, when the returns were coming in, we hud 2 big rally. We
could see thar we were winning, that we were going over the top, and
that we could fook forward 1o good government, _

One of our auditoricms in Richmond seated six thousand people. Any-
budy with a gold feather was enitled o bring his wife, his chidren, his
loved one; to the rally there. Prizes were piven avay. All the radio stations
participated in putting on 4 performance that was well enjojed by e\'efybody.

As the seturns came in we could see our men going down the fiéld and
reaching the goal, forming 4 team to go over the top. It was a real sen-
sation and evergbody bad on 4 gold fenrher, It paid dividends,

.
1
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© It is time for Gold Feather Dy, | think,. acrogs Ametica Today when
jou take part in'a community chest program, you are proud o wear that
ted feather.-Old man aparhy is till in Richmond. He has been hit several
hard punches and he is going to be punched some more. We do not want
10 grivq him from our town to somebody else’s. He can be driven out
altogether if we make up our minds; we have to mobilize, we have 10

orginize, in order to fight him.

- We alk abour “isms" in Eurape; buc we have an “ism” hete that is
presty vicious. That is "apathyism.” That is the thing we have to fight here,
and we can lick it :

" Let me quore a liele thing that happened not too long ago, as the eyes

+, of the narion looked west, which proves my point In « litle town in Cali-

fornia we were all trying to fight and save a [itele gitl, Katherine Fiscus,
from death. Hundieds of men dashed to that scene hoping that thar childs
life could: be saved. For fifty-two hours everything we iad was put into
that. Some twenty-five thousand people visited that scene and thirty-five
million people actoss the natioh had their ears glued to the radio, lstening,
waiting, hoping, that we would get there in time,

They did not, but it proved one'point: We were all interested in thar
ltce girl. We did not know her before, but still we were all intecested in
out fellow man, ”

The job can be done if we make up'our minds o do it

Too frequently we read and lisen 1o ouly those with whom
we agree in the first pluce.

The aititude of an inghicing mind and of bedthy shepticim
will not emerge full lown Onr schools, homes, and south ofgani-
zaions have ¢ heavy responsibility 1o bely children develop ¢ in
edrly years, \ ' :

~Discussion Group 3

THE MAINE TOWN sp@

LAWRENCE PELLETIER

1
Profewsor, Bowdoin College, Bramsteick, Maine s

T 15 sather diffcult to well “The Maine Town Story” Jt should not
be told in terms of instirucions o committees ot individuals, but I am
going to do that primarily because 1 do not know any other way in

which o doit.

The town in my mind is 2 warm institution, such as New York could
never be. The town is an intimat insticution, where you know your
officials, where you know your fellow citizens, and where you know their
faults and cheir virtues to 2 “T". That does not prevent us, it is true, from

“tlecting many people without many visible virtues, but, nevertheless, we

know deep down what we are doing

Town goverament is deceptive, in fact, even to the trained observer,
Its soctal cohesion, its geographical compactness, it governmental institu-
tions encourage an exaggerated perception. of the romantic in the demo-
craic characeeristis of this unit of government. The novelist, for example—
and I have 2 longstanding feud with 2 neighbor to the northesst of me,
Jobn Giuld, whom some of you may have read—is inclined to paint a
romantic picture of the Maine town and to stress its democatic society,
to tell us that it is  place where all men are equal and v}*re the cracker-

- bareel philosopher is king.

*+ L am aftid tha New Yorkers apparendly live on such illusions, for
cvery year, in the New York press and especially in The New York Times,
articles appear on the “democracy” of the town meeting iri the New Ing-
land own. I must say that it is usually. writeen by a very naive individual
who has very real limiations a5 far s an observer of the New England
town is concerned. .

The facts of life are quite diffeent. As you would probably gues, the
town is very similar to the metropolitan area. It has many of the same
problems which it must face. There is popular apachy, and that certainly
s been 4, theme of this conventior, There is inefficient government,
There is social disintegration and thete is oligarchic control in the town
25 well s the city. In fact, 2 rural community may have all of these evils
may have an even more acute case of these maladies than the metropolitan
center, but, interestingly enough, it may go undiagnosed because, for the
morient, no one is interegred.

But we are not here to <ell the scamy side of town government, We are

T
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here: ta el the story of citizen aceion, and: it Js my province to discuss it
with special reference o the town, 1 want to. do chat by a couple of

ilustrations. - L

bust, fet us consicer dhe citizen a5 e ‘.lcts{ftl,ﬁl'nugh the fornal institu-
tions of government which, to inost of you, consists of going 10 the polls
and voring, but to those of us who live in the wytn consists of going
t0 the town meeting and ot only vating, but talking—and e cn k!

Now, in the lateer respect, in respect g the town meeting, the town,
of course is wnique. Except for the Swiss mognain cuntons and the Isle
of Man, thete is no other assembly in rhe world, nd other wnic of govern-
ment in the K'orld, where we have direct democtacy. It should not occasion
any surprise, thereore, to discover thar dhe story of the town s usually

 told as the story of citizen action (‘1\ the town méeting.

Yet with all the generalzations and panegyfics ‘which have been ven-
tured, there is no adequate si{udy of it as dynnr}iié instrament of govern-
ment. The assumption has usually been made thuessince all the citizens
may attend chese meetings, it is usually w,semi-holiday and tht they do
attend and they are the example of democracy. The fact s, of course, that,
withour conscious citizen "support, the town meeting is both undemacratic
and ineffective

It is undemocratic because it is usually controlled by 2 minority. |
should say it is only rarely that more than 30 petcent of the voters turn

up for o’ town meetmg—although that is 4 geaeralization thae will not

always stand, because the smaller the town the more people who vote.

It is ineflective because the issues which come’ before the twendeth
century town meeting are ot as simple a5 those which faced the town
-meetings twenty or thitty or fifty years ago, when the popular assembly
was at its peak.

Decisions 15 to highway construction cannot be made very well by a
farmer who lives our a piece, where the rond has ot been repaired for
five: years. Welfare practices nnot be determined in town meetings; we
want decent welfare practices. Educationa] requirements cannor be deter-
mined by a group of citizens who decide willy-nilly they are going to spend
twenty, forty, or sixty thowsand dollars on town schools,

An undirected town meeting is chiotic—-und T lave seen 4 lor of
them; whiere they g0, no one knows. And, when you add up the resules
2t the end, even the citizens are atonished . what they have done. More
and more towns secopnize the fimitacions of che Spopular assembly and
have cremed o finance of budget committec to overcome some of these
diffcultics

The citizens, in other words, have tried to conrrol cheir own actions.

Al

PlaLx,l'J"m\“'lmf. MAINE TOVN gopy 03
| think it s caer i o f0te (hi it pogeof need ciizens
have wumed 1o cirizens ] Q“thibhi"}: e COtmyigeqs, which are Ly
commitees, made WP 0f Uy gelve inrerested laymen who are elected
by the town meeting f’f 'ls p“)imed by [hf:' MOeryyr, These conmilrees
v been known by wa” ™ My Dt el DUt i nps e same--
to consider the articles f) “t 't arane lling the e meeting and to
make recommgpdariors s""mt’l\c-ir dilﬁlmml. Where g i a0 :lc.tivc'ﬁnnnce
committee, it is only if uer} tye JStances 1y, reqqmmendations of
that lay commiteee are ¢ i l.'r"vd. ‘ 7

Ustally thegecomin®’ ﬂ;:”'lx e accepied ofey wihout any eal de.
bate, and the old timer? ) hw (0 mytte” thit e e meeting his
been destroped. There i " d“hbf that e PMngity of free and unin.
Mibited debate has disnf’} rc"; pt debare, “]thﬂugh amysing and stimy-
lting, does not ingure :d’i ! the s will b PleSenred and ehat the full
repercussions of a propt® in(uiq il be made e"“'ﬁllt t the town. On the
contrary, past experiencé ‘mcca‘es the il PECESSity of e type of lead
ership provided by the ﬁﬂwi ‘e Cymmittee,
" In the town of Bru"s’ &, for €Xample: %€ haye followed cheir Sug-
gestions in all save tpo iy 1, o0t cage the ]“Y‘ commiceee hud recom.
mended tha we nOff;PVISU rl"‘v §700 for 1eCReation. we g5 cirizens, fel
that that was a goocﬂ i"“i,dnen‘ g proceed®d 10 e

They also recommfﬂo ,[l‘%\t o€ not 504 $509 4 2 school yard;
we felt that chat was 2 £ .Jn“Qstrﬂe“t andd ¥ Proceod 10 make i
Ot gdministmri*"zh'ﬂt e Sty of Cltizen in in the Muine
own is very similer 10 - Wi Ve b akeady pelyed in aug s
cussion of the town m"d ' Undff the 10¥1 forry of government—and
this, I think, is sonetin®” g for U"to ””dm‘“nd—-ﬂs many as fory
officials may be elected * v " st teng " thity ofiers are acqually
chosen. [ have kpown © h 4 hundred People wich forey elecred
offcials. You can e i "y i0your 0¥ f“"lil}"*mﬂ)’he onlythe
dogeatcher, ) O o |
Naturally, under suc @ dltwnﬁ there 15 Mo lntegr:ninn‘ in the ad-
minisrative srucue: 5 T‘ of [l.l(.l h"’”"]_‘ Part.time oﬁwials. excepe
. in the very large owns. "1 s“t 't gunicipyl “ "EIS of the town in name

only. They are oot able " PQtViSC“hC (AT, g tay collector, gond

commissioner, or the o . QC‘Q(] officials T!‘f "eSul is an :ldfﬂiniSlfﬂtion
~in which thete s ticerallf .:) ()\\Qr,ﬂ” Super¥'310n, ny cynsidetation of an
administrative act g5 it ﬂﬁ:‘,n' :"Q v ﬂs.n “'Il‘f:@-

Again, cirizens Dave 4 hed g SOhuion. 0} find it in the finance
committee and in the ﬂ"[i ser - The FOmer ioyeoduces an overl]
viewpoint into administ h}» pfo"iding thae the citizen finance com-
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mittee shall meer periolically, wsually quareerly, with the adminisirative
officials of the town. "The offcals explain what hus transpired in’ thei
respective departmens, and the committee makes suggestions.

In Brunswick, for example, o major expendinure can be made withou
frst consulting the finance commitee. Sn through dhis lay committee the
czens are providiog for an integation of the wdminisraive structre,

Bur probably the most ourstanding deselopment in Maine: government
is the adoption of thg manager plan. the second artempt to improve town
wdministration. ‘Thar, of course, s an interesting sudy in iself, We now
have 102 manager plans out of 493 comamanitics. Unfortumarely, the
adoption of the manager plan does not always bring the resulrs that e
hope for in terms of citizen inerest ~

As we shall note lter, the adoption of the plan usually is accompanied
by an interesting and encouraging story of citizen interest and participi-
tion. However, once the system is firmly established and bas proved it
worth, the story at the town level is the same-as elewhere; Citizen apathy
becomes greater. One might well anticipate this phenomenon

Under the old selectman system, « substandial portion of the citizenry
can hope to hold office some day, und there is always the incentive of
direct participation through ofhce-holding, But when a manager is em-
ployed, the dues of these offices are usually combined in the person of
the manager. Where formetly there was an elected board of selectmen,
treasurer, fax collector, road commissioner, board of overseers of the poor,
ind clerk/ there is now unlz)a manager plus one or two of these officials,
depending upon how many' offces were placed in the manager's offce.
The multifunction manager represents an interesting adaptation of the
manager pln, which was originally designed for larger communities, to
the small rural community. The results have been most salutary as far as
sdminisuacive effciency is concerned, but they have not encouraged long-
tanf¥ citizen interest—the impecus of direct partcipation as an officef of
the town has been destroped. |

The adoption of the manager plan has, | think, produced an ineresting
study of citizen action which occurs outside of the formal instirutions of
government. At the town level, it is comparatively RS} 10 arouse ntere
of the voter in local matters when a vital matter is at stake, because it is
usually 2 question which will affect all who live in the communtry, This i
no to Saj that the average citizen takes a deep ‘ind understanding inverest
in local government—in general he does not. In this, the Jocal citizen is
simply duplicating the attitude of the state and the national cirizen, Yer
when thefe’s ¢ vie sve the icizen can be counted on, and it is my con-
tention that we can expect no more than this,

Q !

PELLUTIER—TIE MAINE TOWN STORY 05

fiven if the ctizens are apathetic, the town has one advantage over
Cincinnati or Richmond. When you really get angry at your oflicials or
when you really want to do something, it is quite easy to do it. You do not
have to create & committee, you do ot have to raise $100000. You go
down 1o the corner and you build up your own liede group. And if you
are persuasive, and if you tell a good enough story, you may hope to g
before town mecting and to win.

| want to illustrate this phase of citizen action by a description of what
appened in Brunswick a year ago whe we put in the manager plan. I say
it not for a brief of the manager plan, but just to show you how the
manager plan uperates in o community of say ten thousand—these re-
marks might as well be applied w0 Bath, Old Town, Rockland, or any
other communitysin Maine. | ,

The voriginal impetus for a caropaign  adopt the manager plan
usually comes from one man who is, of course, a leader in the community.
In Brunswick the president of the Chamber of Commercesgot half an idea
one day that he thought it miJu be a good idea for the town ta have
manager plan. Rarely are first efforts successful; almost all communitics can
boast of several failures before the plan is finally adopted. Let us assume,
however, that we are dealing with a successful campaign as we did in
Brunswick in 1948, .

All right, the idea is born in the mind of one citizen. He discusses the
matter with several mote and he is encouraged to go on. Next he sceks
some expert advice, either from academic or manager circles. Once the
plan of action is clear, a citizen committee s appointed—in Brunswick thi
was composed of fifty prominent citizens, - ‘

He then talked to some of us. He financed the campaign entirely him-
self-a matter of some thee or four hundred dollrs, which ‘indicates how
tasy it is. Then be set our.

Most of the commitiee members will not be active in the cimppign,
but will lend the use of their names. Some will contribute ﬁnnncinlisup--
port, but most likely finances will come from the individual who fachered
the idea. The tradicional campaign now gers under way. Mectings are held
and if possible one of two outside speakers testify to the merits of the
manager plan. A college professor, 1 member of the board of selectmen in
» manager town, a managér—they are all useful for they appeal 1 diﬂererzt
voting groups. : o

The Chamber of Commerce, the service dlubs, church proups, the

 Grange—to mention only a few of ghe possible groups—are, of course,

approached. They-are encouraged to devote a meeting t0 the manager phin.
The newspaper is employed. News stories are placed, and paid adver-

b
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i N
tisements are used. "Then we are ready for the clection, Rumors e ik
The Democratic Party is making party issuc of the munager plan; it is
igainst it. Many Republicans are Inkewarm because it seems (0 threaten
the control of the finance commitiee. The Democrars have 3 s majority
and there is no occasion for sejoicing, You frankly do not expect to win,

Then the resuls: The hargest vote in the history of the town and the
plan-is in by a majority of 100 votes-—-toughly, [700-1600. It is close, but
you wonder how you won with s many things against you You won be-
Cause you presented. the merits of the manager plan, you resiseed every
impulse to attack the offcers in power who have done their best to dis-
credit you at every tum. You won because citiens wane 4 better town,
because they think that 4 manager will lower the tax rite, because their
common sense and innate critical reactions age stronger than you thoughe,

Buc all is not over, for the opponents of the pla call a special town
meeting to vote it out. You remain calm, refuce to indulge in personalitis.
Approximately seventeen hundred people appear for the town - mecting,
but only 2 few votes are cast o rescin the action of dhe annual meetiny,
The upponents of the manager plan are roared down, decisively defeated.
You could not hear the opposiion,

Now, in conclusion 1 should like 1o siy that the citizen derives preat
satisfaction from living in  town, for he fancies that he is closer to the
center of the process of government than he would be in o larger com-
munity. He often is not, but the fault s bis hecause he does ot choose to
take an active share in town affirs

It is important, however, that it is exsy for him. if he o desies, 1
participate in town government, often as an oficial. und moreover visi-
bilty is greater. He can see the results more distinctly than his ciry cousin

The town is, therefore, a good place to live in, It Aives civic as well
15 social swisfaction. One's only regret s thar it is nor 1 bereer place in
which to live~but that is. our fault, for we are not hetter citizens.

The Maine Town Story is simply this: That where the cirizens have 4
will, 2 way can be found to mold the t ' d informal insitugons of
the town to the requirements of the twerietl. énnydy,

Trarel theough the nest vown oy eren Jarther. Know people from
[ .. ,
ather commmitier ‘

. ~Discussion Group |

FROM THE QUESTIONERS )

(Excerpts from the Panel Discussion (

Chairoun: - Harold Benjamin, dean, College of Fdwcation, University of
A
{ 'Qut':'ti()ncrs: .
Church--Mrs. Jesse M. Bader. member, Exeative Commined, Unied
Councit of Church Women, _ . -~
Industry--H. Roland Frickenhaus, member, National Board of Directors,
United States Junior Chamber of Commerce,
Labor—Mitchell Svfriduﬂ, president, Connecticut Industrial Council, GO
- School-—Ermest 0. Melby, dean, School of Fiwcation, New York
University.
Vctcruns»«-‘(}enrg'c E. Amewn, national patriotic instructor, Vererans
of Forcign Wars _‘
o Yourh—Emily Seifing, vice chairman, Young Adult Counai, Natioml
Social Welfare Assembly, ’

Labor and Municipal Reform:

r v

MR SVIRIDOFE: T think | must first prefuce my question by cxphining

that [ have nothing against good government peaple, | have the wmost
respect for them,

L should like to comment briefly on two other storics, the: Bridgeport
Story and the Hareford Storg—particularly the Bridgeport Story, Perhaps
Mr. Thexton, who will soon be a native of that town, would care to con-
ment on that, :

 In Bridgeport, as some of you may- remember, there was a very serious
problem of corrupion in government. 1t wis 2 wo-pary problem; both
patties had their hands in the public ill-and were doing a pretey goud
jobof it. A reform movement started, led by Mr MacLevy, who call
himself a “socialist,” but whom socialists call 2 ‘municipal socialist.” He
won the election by an overivhelming vote and has repeatedly beén elected
major of the city of Bridgeport .

But he won- primaily, and keeps winning, hecamse e introduced

e clean” government and “cheap” government. His main bulk of support

" comes from the sl home owner and the large home owner. 1t s the
home owner who s back of him. He has very lie support fm'm the
industrial workers. As a matter of fact, industrial workers do nor Lt
excited aboue the municipal clections. They have to choose between the
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cheap, clean, cconomy Sovernment and the twy pnhuul plnmcs that once
smelled and sill smell.

S thee you have cheap government and clean government, b you
- have no, social progress, You have bad schools and low wages, and you
have everything that you call reactionary in municipal government, except
that it is cheap and economical,
- Then you move to Hutford where: there”also was s(rong seform
government, Fhe people won out and they have 1 new charter, There is

good government chere, too; nobody will argue ubout that. But there the |

union people” complain they no longer are represented on the city com
missions and thar the democracy of the town ha sortof lost its viraliy.

Now, why is it that in these days—and | do not know whether it
 istyue in other cases—good government people are usually economy-minded
) pe{)-ﬁle They are good people because they want clean government, but
why do they place social progress second? Why shouldn's that at least be
"on an equal plane with good, clean, cheap governmen? ~

CHAIRMAN BEN JAMIN: Mr. Thexton, would JOU Care to answer tl);u‘one?

MR THEXTON: Yes, 1 should like very much o comment on that, |
do not want to do it from the Bridgepore point of view, a5 2 matter of
fact, because I do not know anythmg about it. Ask me a jer from now
and maybe 1 will know 1 litle more. "L

'L should ke to comment from the Cincinnati point of view, 1 think
it is true that, in 2 great many casts of good povertunent movements, they
become identified with he building and loan associations, and real estate
interests, the economy-minded group, which 1 think is extremely unfortu-
- mite. [ will-put two bases of responsibility for thar. 1 will tel jou what

happeped in Cincinnati,

Fitst, of course, it is very likely to happen th1t the people who are
interested in good govemment are the people who would be interested
in lower' taxes, It is simply. 1 situation tha you meer. Thete is no moral
judgment appfymg hete that anything is good or bad. That happens to
be the fuct ‘
~ The second | Is that the filure of this type of group or organizition
to tepresent labor is wsually, again, due 10 two factors. In the firs place,
they may very liRely be anti labor; the second, of course, is the failure up
uptil very recent years of labor groups to be politically. active,

* Going back over the history of labor the failure of labor gmups 0)
be politicaly efective has been astonishing in this country,

~ In Cincinnati, durlng the time the Charter was dropping down in it
vme-—when it weat down from 65 percent to 33 percent——lr was perfectly
obvious that new bases of supporr would-have to be found One new busis

EKC88 o |
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was found:in, Cincinnati in 1945 when we elected 1 representative of the
CI0 on 2 Charter ticket. He was an excellent candidate and has been an
excellent councilman, v

The reason the Charter won in 1947 was that we elected a member of
the AFL. as the fifth” candidatc. The Charter hus seen the handwriting on
the wall, has believed that no reform organization can ever have real
roots in the people, can ever mean anything as 4 policical organization, as
long as it confines itself to the real estate groups. Tt has gone out to seek
2 new basis of support and 2 new basis of nwer, which it has found in
the two primary labor organizations.

| believe the marriage has been reasonsbly happy, and will probably
have a5 good a record a§ most mariages, in the furwe. ...

~ ‘,é’f‘WhattIs Industfy’s Part?

MR. FRICth\IHAUS Because of my representation of industry here
today, and also because of the fact that 1 am deeply concerned with good

‘government through my affiliations with the ]umor Chamber of Com:

merce movement in the country—which, a5 you may or may not know, is
defined a5 “constructive action through young men's aceivities' ! should

like o ask a question

We believe in civic developmenc of the mdxvxdual civic conscious-
ness, and the leadership training of the individuals, themselves, We hate
a particular problem in ‘my home city of New Haven. At the present
moment our problem is similat to that which the panel has discussed here
today. We are in-the throes of a charter movement, a change by a civic
charter committee grogp.‘ .

1 should like to hear from the panel their comments on how indus-
try has paricipated in these movements. What can industry do to assist

" in bringing abou better government in the city, not only through the

business of organizations which are represented, but through direct ac-
tivities of their own, through employee relationships and employee educa-
tion as well a5 dhrough union fevels?

CHAIRMAN BENJAMIN; Mr, Thekton? v

MR. THEXTON: That is ftle broad; { will havergbreak it down a bit

Frankly, industry as ir stry“would expect 1 g :
it s the proper function oMgdustry. 1 am nos suféi
tion to ask of industry. I am sigre they would nor get miigh,
exception of money. And there you will get it from individual.

If you brezk the problem down further, for example in this feld of em-
ployee telations, 1 think you might ge this fmm industry. You will

b
o

wnth the possible
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certainly get a general satement from beads of indusiry that voting s
7 very good thing and citizenship is a very desirable thing

Sometimes the questions are asked, “Wil you hold a meeting? Will

. Jou encourage meetings? Wil you encourmge our having 2 speaket and

- will you give us any fntroduction :'nnd‘ tell your people we would like to
talk to them about gerring out and voting?” Having been in industry
most of my life, and for a time baving been ar the head of 2 company, |
am frank to suy that [ do not think thar i the place 10 go. ‘

Now, maybe that is not - serf satisfactory answer 1o your question
If you want to pin me down in 2 little more detail, | should- Itke to be
50 pinned. ’ ‘

MR- FRICKENHAUS: Have the individual leaders of industry, other than
through their own company affliations, taken an active part in bringing
abot these reform movements? |
MR THEXTON: | think the leaders of industry in my own city have
bioken down just the way the rest of the people in the community have
broken down, | | | .

1 think you would find X percént on the side of the machine, X percent
on the side of reform movements, and X percent perfectly indifferent.
[ do not think thar, because they are in industry, they will break down any
differently than will those in any other pursui,

MR PELLETIER: [ was going to say | think the gendleman would find
1 good example in the Cimbridge Civic Action Commitee, which is
heavily ‘loaded. '

MR. PHILLIPS: [ am a businessman and | am not defending our position
50 far as the businessman is concerned. | '

‘s a matter of fact, in Richmond the businessmen did come forward
and they took their part. Labor took its part, All the parties. took~pa
in our program down there. T ehink if you will give the American people
something to rally around, you will find che bushnessmen will stand up
and take their respective parts in this figh.

Fam confident uf that, not from the smlndp()inr of awney alone, but
from the standpoine of time as well. But it takes something to get them
strted up. 1 have had to fight that problem in our progtam in Richmond,
- where we did have che Chamber of Commerce. They” took the byl by
the horns. They endorsed the Charter and they fought for it

Many people were surprised to see an organization of that kind take
an.active pare. The Junior Chamber ok 4 part, The Rotary, the Kiwanis,
the Lions, al the clubs ook part. Bur we had something acound which we
could rally the interest of those people.

The average businessrgan is not o0 keen in getting wrapped up in

!

FROM THE QUESTIONERS 7]‘ ~

‘diny: politcs” but if it is on a high level, with 2 high objective, the
businessman will be there. . .

And Where Does Education Come In?

MR. MELBY: [ think any texcher would be in an extremely uncomfort-
able position on this pahel, 1 do nor feel like asking the good government
people here questions. I do not want to”puc them on the carpet for what
they have done. ' |

[ think they ought to put the whole American educational system, on
the carpet for what it has not done. You know, I sat here this afternoon
thinking about that problem. I have the background of having spent two
weeks in Germany within the Tast month where T saw plenty of people
who know much more than most of us here, today; who, in book learning,
ate scperior to American boys and girls and men and women.

And yer, they have practically no competency when it comes 1o demo-
cratic citizenship or democratic behavior.

You know, democracy is losing in its battle for the minds and the |
heatt of men atound this globe. Not because it is not good theofy, hur
because we have allowed it to become 1 stereotyped ideal. There are mil
lions of people whose primary interest this afternoon s not in poliicl
theory, but it is 2 question of whether they are going to have ¢ square
meal, wheher they are going to have something to wear, whether or not
they are going to have a place in which to live, ¢+

And these millions of people are going to choose cheir way of life
largely in terms of those primary necessiies of life, If they can et those _
necessities of life and also have freedom, well and good. If they cannor,
they are going to take the necessities of life ¢ AN

Fam convinced that the job of education is to give boys and girls and
men and women a vital conception of democracy. I do not think you can
do it through book-learning, We have millions of people who have this
book-Jeatning, and it bas not contrbuted very much to their effectiveness
as itizens.

IF edueation is going 1o undergird the good government ovement,
education has 1o become the Kind of enterprise that lets bops and irls
and men and women share in the big job of making our country a beter
democracy, and making our world # better world,

All over chis world people are disillucioned about fine “pherses and
beautiful words. They are loking for sesuls in terms of the things which
are meaningful 1o them. You and | may say they are wrong, that they
are ready to sell their birthright of freedom for a mess of poutage. We
maybe right, but we are not going to commend freedom to these people |

71



/
ns THE CITIZENSHIP CONFERENCE

unless we can show them that freedom catries with it also human well

being on a widespread scale,
And I do not believe we can build tha kind of education and prepure
for the kind of good governmen that these three gentlemen have discussed
-~ with us today, unless somehow we cin make of education 2 more vital
participatory experience than it has heen in the Past,
 CHARMAN BENJAMIY: M. Pelleier |
4 MR PELLETIER: st wantlo make o comment on that: | do not
f{"gknow whether the 1o gentlemen with me would agree or not, but,
#‘f? frankly, I“am not interested in good government and [ do not Ilike o be
spoken of as being interested in gpod government | ,

F'am interested in simple government and 1 am interested i pood
citzens. [ am interested in simple povernment, and it will be good or bad
depending upon the citizens!

MR. THEXTON: 1 should like o comment on it because I s thoroughly
agree with one of the conclusions, and somewhat disagree with one of
e others |
.~ There is no question in my mind that democracy will fail o succeed
during the coming years—and to the extent that thi’s‘country or any other
democracy meets the challenge of political economy  or poliical inequaliy
which cannot go on forever hand in hand, T think that is the fundamental
challenge, and I think that is where the decision will rest

On the other hand, 1 canady quite agree thar the educational process
must be given up. I have two sons in college and [ find that, from an
ideological point of view if from no other, they hate, and many of cheir
classmates have, « very grent interest in these problems, Both of them
bappen to"be political science majors, and from che conviction of political

* heory they have facedthis problem in cheir own young ways. [ think they
have taced it fairly and have come to good conclusions,

U still believe that education can do much—~certainly not the whole
job but it can do a great deal of the job-if in nothing else than building
in the minds of young men and young women chis concept: That, unless

e face the basic fact that we must do something about more inequalitics
than ust poitial inequalities, democracy may lose ou

CHAIRMAN BENJAMIN: Thank Jou. Is there one more question from
the pancl of inrertogarors? Is there any comment from the board?

I should like to say in closing our.session, if I may be permitted 2
wpersonal observati(ln. thay' 1 felt a deep conviction of sin as a school reacher,
When Dr. Melby made that satement with which e all, 1 think, agree.

However, [ felt even a deeper conviction of sin s 4 taxpayer, s
Citizen, as 4 veteran, as 1 parent, hecause 1 believe this great problem is

)
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1
fundamencally an educational problem, It is noc ane, however, thar can he
solved by school teachers in a comer. It tas tg be solved by every one of
us, not as this, thar, or the other thing, primadlly, but a5 American citizens
primarily and first of all. < '

These schools, these educacionsl programs, never hecome dynamic untl
they are a burning “cause” for l the people in the communicis They
just do not work with a few schoolmasters or preachers or a few members
of any particular group. That s why 1 have 5o preat a feeling of respect
for and confidence in chis kind of a group meeting, | have hadia great deal
of pleasure in having,this small par,

A
We should change thinking feom “giring" or “contributing”
to somenne ele to “investing’ in elation and welfare 810l s
ar we do with insmyance. N\

. ~Discussion Group 4
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THIRD THUMBNAIL REPORT

(Presented with Accompanying Slides)

¢

RUTH CUNNINGHAM
Teachers College, Columbia University

Y ADIES and genlemen of the Fourth Annual Conference on Ciizenship:
This is the third report from you to you, highlighting our thinking
vnour small group sessions yedterday afternoon.

Before we get under way, and while the-lights are being put out and
the slides focused, may [ make an announcement? No session is complete,
“centainly, without-at least one announcement. The ching I should like to
ask of you is this: If there are any arcists present will you please meet
me at the door of this oom at the close of this meeting and I will be glad
to pay you hush money. Even if vou do not like my brand of art,  can

at least ask you to keep quiet about i,

 (Slide) Tam 2 great believer in research, myseld. They cell us thar
advertisers have done a great deal of research on how to focus attention,

They have discovered that the three things to present to focus attention

-ate a haby, a pair of preuy legs, and a dog

Well, I' decided if that was a good way to focus the ecention of the
general public, it ocght to be a good help in focusing anention on the
slides on the screen. That is the pupose of this slide. It is exclusively for
" the use of Mr. Moreland, who is running the slide maching, and it has
absolutely nothing to do with anything I am going to say here from here
on in, | |

(Slide) 1 have read a great deal recently, as who hasn't, about the
use of visual aids. But, in my opinion, the auchors have overlooked one
important asset of these media, The asset to which I refer is chis: With
the room nicely datkened, thete is 10 resson why most of the eudience

cannot leave under the convenient cover of darkness. This, T believe, may

be a great advantage o all concerned. -

(Slide) 1 must admit, however, that it may be a bit discOncerting 10
disoaver, when the lights come on again, that no one is present but your
teporter, Ruth Cunningham, the slide machine operator, and one litce
‘old gentleman who fell asleep before che general exodus ook place,

~ So, in case I never see you again, good people, may [ say it has been
a pleasure to be your reporter, and I hope we will meet again some day,

(Slide) Qur groups yesterday were in amazing agreement about this .

Q
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matter of community citizenship, One and all, we agree that the com-
munity s a VIP.—a Very Important Place, or can be, toward developing
the type of citizen, the type of government, we all want.

(Slide) But before we can stare talking abour communitics, maybe we
need to have a look a the pcoplc in them, like Mary and Joe, and you
and you and yo

Accordmg to our group discussions there are some pretty important
things for us to think abour and do if we are to be good cicizens of that
VIP, of our community, either 4s mdmduals or as members of proups
in our community.

(Slide) 1. Know your community: Srudy ir. Community surveys are
2 good way to start, but sometimes good old-fachioned friendly calls on
your neighbors are more meaningful than pages of statistics. Bue, by what-
ever means, know yout commun?}y and the people in it—their problems,
their successes, their hopes for/their children, their ideas about what 1
good community should be, what a good community ought to look fike

(Side) 11 Get into the swim of things: Spectators may make 2 lot
of noise, but it s the ones who are really in it who decide what wil
really happen. And, as with that first spring plunge into the old swimming
hole, it is never as bad as you think it is going to be, once you are in it
In fact, you may-find a lot of enjoyment in it.

(Slide) I Use your vor wisely: And encourage others to do so.
One group points out that it Ay be a sad commentary on our democracy
when we have to give out litele feathers o reward citizens for doing what
is theit right, theit dury, and their privilege.

Maybe such tricks are necessary, magbe we will have to resort to such
tricks, but first et us try to find more constructive ways to help citizens
realize their responsibilicies. -

(Slide) IV. Ger togecher: Join curtent groups o Organize ne ones,
if negessery The power of joint action makes real seose in a democracy
Bur, first and foremost, join with your neighbor, regardless of mce, creed,
or socio-economic status,

As one grocp puts it, unless you can greet any man you meet as your
brother;. you cannor be 2 good citizen, and you have a feeble chance of
dofng much to better your communiy,

{Slide) Well, those phrases, ro‘our easily, but look out for the punch
bihind them. No doubt the group that phrased these staemens did so
only after careful delibération.

Before you ensily and self-rightously agree. dolsome careful thinking,
Can you honestly say that you can greet any man you meet as your brother?
If you cannor, says this group, you are not'a good citizen and have litce
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chance of influencing your community. (Such starements pack a- wallop!)

(Slide) Think of people in groups: It s tao easy o think of citizens

" and voters merely as one person after wiother, like toy soldiers on parade,

or statistcs one: following another. Bur that is not the way people are;
that is nnt the way they lve. |

1£ we try to treat them 15 toy soldiers we will never be able to achieve
community “unity, o ‘

(Slide) Nobody is anybody ar all, 4l by himsclf. A voter may show
upas Sam Smith, but Sam is somebody because of other people and his
relationshimthem. If we are'smart, we will treat him that way.

(Slide) *The family is nor the only social unir, of course, but it is an
important one. As we think abour bette communities, let us think about
berter families and how to help families to make better communities

(Slide) Age groups, too, are important—he young, the middle-aged,
and the elderly. The middle-aged tend 1o monopolize things. When they
do get around o thinking of other e groups, they tend 1o think first
of the young, for they are our furure. But let us nor forget our growing
group of elderly people who may have experience and leisure to give
sigrificant community service, ' .
- We who are middie-aged have no monopoly on energy or wisdom.
Let us elicit the hel of kids and older people. We might be surprised at
the help they can give. | .

(Slide) While we are on the subject of uge groups, one of our discus

sion groups points out that the children and youth of & community can

" ohen be the focus for community action,
“1f your community suffers from apathy, magbe it can be made into
~ a working team by focusing attention on the needs of children. There are
many possible points of focus, but if you are looking for one that has
dramatic and universal appeal, there is nothing 1o surpass ‘children.
Kids are wondetful catalysrs
(Slide) Many people do not seem to fall into the aasy categories of

our society—as families, a5 age or ethnic groups, They feel left out for
. . M

some teason ot other,

\m, IF we are to build strony communities, we mug put out the welcome

at for everybody (and that means everybody!) That is nor eas‘ily achiey
but evidently the group thar made the statement really meant it, for %
body" was undetlined, X \ ‘
(Slide) These, then, are the recommendations made to us:

L. Knod your .community, | A

2 Ger into the swim of things

T

\\‘/

\ 2 2
"3 Use your vore i) ™ B¢ others 10 do ¢

4 Think of peﬂl‘lc l'[i anll . o merely as toy soldiers. Think of
them a5 members of far®” ()dsj "8 groups S, .y types of groups
Give 2 welcome ¢y everf® " ¢

(Slide) And from ()l'r .(Iscllgsi(,n £roups (Ome Some words of cution:

L. The job is nor e z X ot expect f]uitk Suctess 10 community
organization for better ¢ sensl\ia. G sy i Jong ime o,
As one group said, work “t t‘h(lu it h:ld‘“’ be Achieved tomorcow, but
when tomorrow dawns af | St ““OmPl'Shed be teady to heep vorking
for the next torgorO%, " e etts and (he r‘m[»

(Slide) ‘C:tutinn 2, Q‘).I]Qt et inty g qUirrel Cage. .

(Ladies and Gentlem® | have you know that that Is 2 squirrel
cage with a squirrel n if'm i hefore you ?ﬂtlgh too heanilyd challenge
jou o ty drawing ¢ 53 Y‘\u hive no 1962 how 1 gpaled with ehis

1

creature.)

'ﬂm p ..“‘k . M
b ltis o esy o fal . he ol allacies Of we gymot do anything

. 3t ! N
until the state acts; and fr nm(]% oot act W06l the federal govemment
. ¥ C ‘
acts; and the federal gove' "t (a0t act ] the o groups act; and

. . P -
round and "round and f(‘( b pes

Face it! The circle ¢ pyoken somevhece if ar¢ to have any
acion. Maghe the focal 7y et phe 0 Sy Ay et i s worh
a ty, isn't it? ' e, ¢ |

(Slde) Caion 3 D7 ele. d\w” 0n defeds F‘vefybody las ‘est. Inter-
estingly enough, it s the" ; y (it Stem 10 Make e pos By myhe
we need fo make evs’ successes—0UE Blouy engeavors, our o
operon, our aciesene?” «h.\' ghouldn’t 10 ey o ton years” be s
rmatic as “fie in loft ¥ n‘&hr?” It is 48 damatie_shyr is, it an b
f e ke it s0. M "84 lean 10 ey positive.”

Superimposed o thes 1c%'heﬂd“ti°"5 AT Cltigps were two themes
which could be heard e R e Confer€nCe, Or(ga)'be they are two
verses to one theme 50"9‘(11”“ . N

(Slide) 1. A g()l)d @ m)lnlt}’ is 1 combinatiop of many things: No
one person, no one gmu["wl]oqe selvice N0 One fesul cn be achived
alope-ergsralone achieve A Yy AN, For 2 good communtty s a com-
bination (‘}f mahy hopes, 0
ment. A N |
Sl Thene s g A ),g‘)‘\l Communlth 1 dchipyed by a combing-
tion of many people, It isif y :i‘.bl\\, it lncopl(f mpf“ﬁ][iﬂ g many interess,
poaling theithinking a5 * d e ee! ,dUinb’ I this Gopference is the bes
method for achieving 2 g"o C“rm]mnlrt}; |
(Incidentally, dlﬂt han™ "y rleman 2t the far g of the circle i

ny ety '
" agpirations, aod of Many types of achieve:
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Mr. Kennan, and the eficient and amteactve lady on the left i Mrs%E]lison.) .

(Slide) OK. litle man, you can wake up now, [ am ab&uﬂp through.

If they should ask you what our groups said in ;heir sessions yesterdzy

aftenoon, you can report on the various action suggestions and cautions

they give, but if that is too much to remember, just say that we all agee

that, in the area of citizenship, communities are V.IP~Very Imporcant
- Places!

It twas agreed that responsible American citizens camnot do an
effective fob in politis unless they are clear as t0 what the spesific
gouls of American’democracy are. Unless godls are well defined,
it is obsionly impocsible for she citizen 1o know whether o not
be is voting or otheruwise acting consintently with the achievement
of those goals. It it imperative that Americans agree on and argne
for their way of lie just as emphatically as the proponents of other
doctrines adventise theirs, Some gouls swegested included: shared
potver (in the sense of the opportunity of all citizens to share i
the right to make imporsant decisions throygh voting and other
means); shared enlightenment; shared refpect; shared  secnrity;
shared well-being; and shared loyalty,

In onder 1o avoid disconragement, it way fel thit we mast first
bnow onr commumity, its needs and ity resources. Then we mug
set our godl, step by’ step, bo avoid tackling a project too large
for successfud accomplishment. It war felt that nothing is mare en-
conraging 1o cilizens than success, no matter how small; and that
a series of successful acsivities inevitably leads 10 the lrger godl
originally anticipated. At this point, it was felt that at futnre con-
ferences, snecessful methods wed in varivne commamities shonld
be sified and presented 1o the Confesence, not as  series of per-

 somal “success stories” bt as eximples of how some communivie
bave attacked centin problems and branght them 1o  smecesshl
conclusion. :

—Discussion Group 12
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THE ROLE OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
IN DEVELOPING AMERICAN CITIZENS

MABEL STUDEBAKER . .

President, National Education Assoctation

R. HAWKINS, Members of the Citizenship Conference and Guests:

The Nadonal Eduction Assocition i pleased that there are o

-~ many of you wheare willing to take time from your busy lives

«\p\pend 2 few days pooling your thinking, concerning citizenship, because

it is one of the majot interests of 4l people at the present time, and one

of the umost importance .

1 shall not take your time this morning tc«ﬁ( ibout the technics of

ciflzenship i our schools but to say some of the things that I chink need to
be reafirmed concening what we are doing,

It was my privilege this last holiday season to be in Puerto Rico at the

time of the inauguration of Governor Luis Munoz-Marin, The thing that

impressed me over and over again was the fact that they did not say, “This
is our Governor; this is the person whom we have | just elected."

No, they said, “This is the FII‘S[ Governor we have elected in 506

years.

Ibegan to question th:lt statement. It seemed that they wete going back
t0 the time of the discovery of the ishands. Fur o long, long time rhey had
their Jeaders given to them by the Spanish. Then they were appointed by
our goverment,

The enthusiasm of 1 peoplef that they could finally chonse heir own
leader was something thut [ wish could be een by every American Citizen
—because it gives 1 recognmon of what it means to a people once more

toget that feeling of “Yes, this is our own leader: we have confidence in

him,
Then, at 2 socml affair, I sy part of the ch1rm of his leadership. At
the inauguration, people had come from all over the island. Many of them
had walked: man, many miles and had stood in & wopical sun for hous,
In the evening at a reception it was not just the great from the Western
‘Hemlsphere who were the guests; they were there, yes, but thete were
the poo faemers from the il who came in, most en*sncally They
”said, “Now we have se’gn him. We have met him, We
. We shall go back and tell our people of him,
Now, thete was an example of the thrill of being a part of something
that many of us lose, because we have had a chance for so long to vote,

w the palace.

(80]
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The opposite value was expressed by a Pennsylvania Dutch woman
who was stopped one day and asked if she had vored. Her arms were
laden with baskets of food as she had come from the market. She said,
"Thiny years ago when | married, my husband s1id he did not vote, He

“wanted 00 part in politics. So we do not vore; we do not mix into it

Here on her arms were all the good things of our country, which she
was taking home, She had taken from the plenty of our country, bur, no,
when it came to voting there was no time for it. And she did not believe
in it

In %ozher situation, paaple in a certain town were discussing an elec-
tion and they did not likm particulat local leaders who had been chosen.
The talkers were businessmen, all of whom were successful, compercnt in
their own endeavors, Fimally one of the men present in that”y group, of
fifteen said, "Did you vote?”

Out of the ffteen he found that dnly six had voted! Such negligence
shows how we think, whecher we value khis ballo of which we are speaking

Still another thing that was done by 4 group in 2 midwgstern tow
might be of inverest to you. A group of high schoot boy. decided that they
would ring doorbells and a5k people to go to the polls."They were 8
asking chem 10 support any particular candidates, any issue; they
were inviting people to accept the ballot as they should, and to use it,

One of the cynical ones a day or two afterwards said, "Do you think
your going around that block thar day did any good?”

One of chese..young peaple, who could not be discouraged easily, came
back to school the following day and reported, "1 went back to every door
whert I had previously been and asked just one question: Did you vore
because 1 came chere or would you have done so anyway?”

He came back and seported with enthusiasm that twenry-scven people
in the area whete he had called suid that their reason for going 10 vote
was because be had made the personal contact and had ‘asked them 1o,
and that ocherwise they probably would not have taken care of that dity.

Now, we realize thic voring is only one of the qualificacions of citizen- -
ship. Therefore, in our public schaols we hope to proceed in ways which
will definitely develop citizens from the elementary schools unil the time
they leave. You see that pattern evolving s you go through the schools of
our country, because more and more we recognize that it is no longer an
autocratic system. The teacher is not_one person behind the desk, giving
orders or laying out the type of work o all. Frequently you cannot even
find her a5 you frst enter the room. You have an organized community,

. each one accepting his own responsibility, and that responsibiliy is re-

peated throughout the school.

k t
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+In ficr, sometimes we see ourselves bettér when we consider how we

" appeat to people of other nations. We ave had, in his country in the

past few-months, mary people from other nds. When we ask them 10

report (0 us What they notice about the way we work in our schools cha

is diffeent from what they expected it to be; time and again it is the

, human relanonshlps, the democmnc way of working, that impresses them,

+, One German educator who s here told about the fact that he went

- intoa school and was mer by the principal and the président of the student -
government. The’ principal saidato him, “We bave planned to'show you

cettain things in the building"

When he had finished, the president of the student goverament rurned
10 him with enthusiasm and said, “Don' you think they would be much
© more mtere;ted In what we are doing in photography dcvelopmg 'for ouf"

yenrbook"' . ¥ :
« The principal sad, "Why, of coure they would."* i
Thete wasn' time to carry out the pl'm s the principal had omlmed

o

o and 1150 do what the presldem of e student government suggested S

* Without any hesntauqn it all the iden of the, peesident of the student
. government ws- ccepred. ‘That “was’ what stemed unusual, but it s the
philosophy that we are trying 1o ) develop: that exch one 18 an individual has
. samething to comnbure And we want to see that it is carred out manj

"of our acuvmes, in oy, form' of srudent government th’l[ actually are -

“t PR ' \

" Disaussion gro}‘ chaired by Alice Keliber and Mrs.-Avthir L, Rmu'oboﬁ.- .. x

-~

‘h.mdlmg,, because we most deal with principls anil with s

v )
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student governments, not suggestions that may be pigeonholed.

This realty of government was.ghowh in another school in a arher
interesting fashion, 1 thought, The s;udenr government had voted that all
people in & school cafecerin would wait and be served in turn. It had
been the custom, previously, that the faculty would break i mso ‘the line at
any plnce and be served earliet—I do not know whecher it was age or jus
precedent. It had become raher icksome to some*of the scudents, dnd in 2
joint meeting they made the rule thar each would, wait bis turn. It was
accepted by the faculty as well as by the stugers” o

A few days later it happened that one of-the teachers, comifg thiough
in 2 hurry, followed the old custom ‘of going to she head of the line. One
of the students stepped up to her and reminded r of dre new rule, Wi
het face 4 litle red fhe went back to the end of the lng ind too hr place

The thing that|l fike-about the incident is that the procedure having
been adopted'as 2 Jule to which everjone was to comply, the student then

“bud the freedom tofspesk and say, “This is the tule, let us all abide by it

Mote,and mord e find that sor of pmcncerthc acceptance of majority
rule. And if-schools”do it jin everpday living if all realize that what is -
being done is fqr she bcneﬁ bf the whole group, it gs the ty pe of pracuce |
thatwill carey on into fife, ,

In one further field that is bringing up much discussion at the presen '
time, [ should Tike to make x point: We need 0 bring bcfore ‘o sudet
congroversial subjects ’Ihat is one of the thmgs that ueeds ety creful

'4

[ think if we can present our way of life and-the benefits accrued thcrtby.'

i we. admi some of the problems that we have not Solved a8 yet i many

patts of the contey, our democtacy. will stand compatison w:rh‘ ay other

. fom, of political government in_the world, And [ think young people are
" the fist to tecognize that. In othet words, we feed t0 develop 3 faith in

ourway of doing things, because our enermes ldeologxes are not Jrom

wnhour—the are from within. _" PEL .‘ {?"
" 1f people begin to doubr, if they becnme cymml frhey betome fenrh WA

and apathetic, they are prey for other ills. Tt 2 vacuumewil always come.

- something. So if we can Gl our students with fuith—and e cannot-give .

them faich unless we as teachers have it—if we can provide that faith in thc

“‘demomuc process, [ see no troublé for furure democncy in this tountry;
" for the very. thit® thatshave helped make fhns Counry grmt e sull inthe ,
‘ : |
- beatts of its people. . .

e
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TODAY'S AMERICAN CITIZEN

- ~ JUSTIN MILLER

oPresident, Nationad Aticition of Broadravten

Y OT Joug ago | heard & surgeon speaking of u diffcult operation

which he had performed, 'Which lnd been televised. He made

the astounding statement that the people who saw the aperation
by television saw more of the detail of it than he did, He said the lighting,
the way in which the camera was phiced, the way in which the ansmitting
was done, gave a better \;ijw of the detail of thar péjem,‘rion\to thase who
- witnessed it by television than he could see himself, arking ar “clise
range to it. . ¥
Pethaps ‘we can think of ousselves as being in a laboratory discussing
in ‘pathological terms some of the problems of citizenship, and preparing
ousselves to o the kb which television does, in discussing these problems
"with other people, the folks in.the communities, the groups, the individyals,
the families, and so on, about whom Jou have been hearing dunjﬁg the
conference , e
~ Todays Amesitan ‘bizen—is he like or different from the’ American
ciizen of 1776, 1860, or 1914 | picked those dates-as being ilustrative
of times of crises in American history, tnies when the response to crises
brought our the best in Americn cirizanship, Of course the answey must
be yes or no. one of those equivotal answers, |\ . ¥ o1 F p
- L 'should like to examine some of the “alikes" @d som;é."of!"rhce"diﬂér.
ences” with you this morning and see where we have gone, In the frst
place, the American citizen of today is like the one of these eatler years
in the face that he is an amalgam of many races, amalgain which s even

hore mixed now than it has been at any time in the past—and it is becom- A

ing even more so. C '

4 was interested in the statcment‘#.nt[ributcd to some’ German ‘lnb i .
leaders who have been visiting here, dnd who are reporred to have goldH

home with the feeling hat they had seen, in’ this country, the greatest
| fnclri_ﬁg pot in the world and marveling at the fact that we had been able
to-briny together représentatives of 5o many races, S0 many groups, into
common interest in the form of government and"of sccial and economic

life-which ge enjoy. We are alike in our interests, our guriosity concern-

ing how the world is put rogerher and what makes it tick We-are the
greatest invetors in the world in spite of the allogations whidlhave re-
veently been made by Ihe‘re‘prcsunmtives of one of the nations—that each

b

m ‘
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of the great ilﬁ;ﬂi‘t“iuns of the world has taken place in other pans of the
world, | thinkf@hqf characteristic itsell is onc of which we should ke
particular note. .

Isit o 4 courtbench which had more buses involving patents than
any ather subject, being located in Washington, D. C. . .. One of the
questions-frequently presented was, “What constitutes un invention; what
are the’ chitacteristics of an invention?” Tt is an intangible renunts
thing, . . \\ ‘ | k

Various definitjons were given and the one that was constandy cropping
up in thé writings on the subject, the one that to me scemed to gise the

 best hold. on the problem, was that the inventor does something contrary
to the teachings of the art | '
1 other words, he docs the unconventional thing. The man who merely
caies on, step.by step, the invesiigations of others who have gone befor

him, is called "murineﬁ.'{" He is a research man who flls in the incer- |

~stitial areas. He carries o frgm the obvious to the less ovious, but does

I

LY

no more than build one thing on top of 'anather. But the man who comes
along and does something so completely different thr those who have

¢
'

N ) . e '
gone before him, who are experts in that particulur field, have' said that

i could novbe done that-way—that is one, of the charicteristics of invention.
And that is one of the characteritics of the American peaple. They
« *are willing to uy, they are willing to do the unconventional thing, buth
in the field of inveation and in fields of government, of cconomics, of life

as we ive it in all its aspects, . | ‘
Of course the American also, fortunately, has a Balance whicki guides
him usually in doing the unconventionl. He does fiot want to be t0o un:
conventional; he does no want to upset the apple cart, That is equall
important, That is a charactetistic of good qitizenship. He must know-or

be able to feel or at least to read the wurningﬁ%vhen he gets 160 close 10

the edge, that he must strike a balance between the two, . :
1 should say that we are likg the Americans who have gone before us—

and that we are 1 good-natured peopl. T read occasionally of people who

tell ts we are overwrough, "t_hat we live on the busis of high tension. We

know thar isn't true because. we know American- people geneally are

peaple who like a bit of humr. '

“American people ike to tell stories. They are good-natured, they g
humane in dheir reactions. The Amesican G.1. in other parts of che world”
was known as  friendly sorc of person. He was 2 man who made frieads |,

. $ith the chidren and with the families whom he met. Sometimes it wﬁs' A

.
e

~ quite a problem to his superior officers to maintain discipline, to see thary.

?

he did not become too friendly with people of enemy nations

e

"
.:
W
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Another story which rcunrl appeared in the papers is of thwm \vlw» o
mvented “little vittles” in connection with the air fit, He wis the man
who drapped candy to the German children by liele balloons. He s been,

given the ﬂwnrd of metit by some one f the many organizitions which

make aw\niso meri, J'is a recognition of certainly one of the most .

stuiding charﬁc[ensncs of our American peaple. They e good-natured
" bappy, fﬂendly, sunmble—.uul pechaps sometimes 4 litle: bumptious in
the doing of i y

" A diniar chuactcmnc 15 that the Amencm is slow to anger. He may
carty-a thip on his shoulder, he may e cone entjous, but he does not ger up 10

the fighting stage easly. It takes quite a whnle for him to feel like gomg )

war, But- when he gets there he is a very dangerous foe, .

~lsho we are alike, abso, in the fict that our rhmkmg s sl
‘ﬂuld aboitt many of the problems of g gmernmcnt and of life under which

we llve We retoncile 2 high. degree of democracy with  representative
. form of g rﬁnem undet very complex and iflcul situzsions. We main-

‘sqsr:tm of onmmem one wlmh ml\cs 3 hfeume of work and oheseqrch

%d in 1ll.nf 15,9 emls . po

feel sympa )n?nc ;oward phe Wem,e citizen o below werage
At Aen spﬂk%ts il hlm You,must be 2 good citizen and know
qalla out théke' "" o 1 know how uttetly impossible it is for him
i Whou . f;h It is very diffcal, cven for the man who
/i | stl m; pnmcular ﬁeld o know_enough to ace wiscly in

i,wuss 1 few 0 "j}we diﬂ'erences bctwcm the citizens of

}\ aldér- psoPle L mean that not in che sense of being
) ,There i5-4 g[féﬂt deal of nonsensy fspoken about older
ate youngest Jn point of cheir actual

oﬁe 0£ che n%noﬂs whi ?
; “ | '
\

hlnkdhﬂ[ some

lcfer }Hy sbout

hcd 'r W older ones are

ho have g gon thio g

t tl‘m--‘( i

e g,Umg 10 !vmé T!)Ollt G

and 4, state system, of government, 2 widespread mumcnp'tl |

of 2 hundred years ago, or ffty, or scventy five, For -

i " “‘ l}’ ““
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where the’ say, “Oh, well L.do not mlly think it is nuessarv bl

[lnd 2 convereation. vith an old retited Senator | Jus the sther mght
sbout. that very” subjgr."They’ ;usuflo ot think it is verj important any
more to write abor the thins-Uistemed so viel ap fwenty, at thiny,
and at forty, And a5 the | jeats go%m § ;ms to become more .

Now, fonun"tl), thcre seems (0 bg‘f{n"mcrm Sing number of old folks
who are maintaining the vital sp1rk% ' seem 1 feel the necessity of
doing « lot of things of this kind. I hope. there may be more of them: "

However, my point is we are an older people, and younger peoplé have
lss part in the activiies of government. Qider people, let us say the older
middle-aged group, are inclined t monopo]uc government, Tt s fre
quently very discouraging for ¢ joung pecple to try to break into these
community sicuations. It is much more diffcult even to try to break inro
the pational level, Now, thar was not true and has nor been true during
the list decade br 2 very peculiar reason. 1 was very much aware "thar
this was particularly true in the legal field.

A good many lwyers disapproved o thoroughly of the Rousevelt ad-
ministration policies that they wouldpot have anything to do with ther; s0
an opportunity was. presented to a lor of young lawyers to go down to
Washington and ke pare in s of nationa government,

[ suspect thet® were, perhaps, a few too many of the young ones and not
enough of the old ones for a while. In my own case 1 left university teach-

i at that time and went-up to work in the Solicitor General’s offce It
was art assignment which, prior to that titme, any, lawyer would have been

very jeslous to have. A good many of my friends reprimanded me and

: ﬁ\md T wouldn't have anything to do with that bunch in Washington.

use of it.

wouldn't give them any comfpettst ofl” - |
. Graining the face that the {  of th@ nation uepended upon good
work being done in thcse Vi
lawyers were not pcrsmdcd and w?uld not go dowgy 0 Wwfmto vand
have.any part of it, They clnng,ed their minds after sévera] yens hag gone i«
by, and 2 good many of them. did go down, but geherally *speal\m& [
should qay there was a tendency ot fo go down, And that was in dtku@
oppositon to the genctal tendency. of the old people to hold on too long,
and the tendency of the middle-aged peaple to monopolize too mmh |
My argument would be mote in favor of ifing the younget peoplc -
greater chance, We should ke ndvanmge of the youth, of their en.
thugiasm and cﬂh@,; They heed a little channeling, & litle disection, but
they have a chance for the expenduure of energy, and they will make good

!

i pamcnpnteii recently jn a conversation in the United N;uions Con- »

o e s
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«mission on Unesco. The discussion ook phice as to whether or not Unescy
was being led, let us.say, in the various communities by too many organi.

zations, and was being helped by to0 many community organizations. One
petson complained that in a city of twenty-fve or thirty-thousand the g

were forty-eight differens Organizations workmp, on various  phases
- Unesco work. ‘ _.

gut the very theoty of Unesco's organization is that as many as possible
fepresentative organizations on the national scale shall be brought into
the councls of Unesco in order tfat the represenratives of these associa
tions and organizations may take ‘the message out to the communities and

. et a5 many of them as possible working on these various subjects. This’

was_ merely the relection of thar ol monopolistic point of viey, "We
don't want so many people interfering. We have nice fittl srd&dd -out
(m:'rs of vested inverests, which we have preempted for lrselves. We are
+ . baving a nice, happy time. “Some of s are holding offices in these organi.
aatjons and we would rather not have competing ones. And 50 the young
fellows are shut ou,

¢
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tere s 2 delberate rcpudinri(m of the duties of citizenship. »

And that is the point of greatest loss, 1 should say, when people are
that type and refuse to participate on such a basis. . .

We are more urban people than we once were, We may  be more urbane
at the same time. More people live in citics. There is lrss of that under-
standing of where lfe comes from. There s less of that resonrcefulness.
sbout the common ways of life than. there was fify or o hundred pears
ago. It is getting to be more and more a case of large masses of people in
large metropolitan areas, with highly specialized duties, with an inclination
to think of themselves s specialiss, whether they know what that word
means of not, with an unwillingness, or perhaps a lack of training—a
gentler way of saying it—in that type of large- scopc thinking which is
involved in citizenship. '

There is a very-teal problem for . It is an interesting fact that
George Washington, in the days when the largest city in this country had
pproximately” thirty thousand people, Philadelphia, at that time, said that
the grgatest troubles came from the_masses of people twho lrvrd in the:

Therein may lie some of the wildncss of youth, Therein may lie some -+ large cities.
of the resentment’ which turns 100 mary of them t00 far 1o the extreme . And, of course, in history, social disturbapces and s_ocirrl revolutions
in one'ditection or another, Perln rdﬂ@ litle more” attention were paid have come Jargely from large city states, Stop o think of thar for 4 moment.
to 2 channeling of energies at the’ &Mumry leyel, the state level, and Think of our country, and you will find the greatest extremes of povery,

. the national level, we could make much Wf and. bﬂ(@f wse of the areas ! the grearcsr extremes of wealth, the greatest contrasts between well-being
vof citzenship. ' g (M' ' » and poor- being, updn the part of our people, are in the cities,

Along with age has come o ey Bhiaig | The grearesrmncenrrve to remedy affsis by resoting 1o violence, in.
tion means, 1 am not re srrrcc I Har@ 'é. tAe any waps It L srewdro followmg the normal healthy procedures of good crrrzcnshrp for
o o frc&nrly it me1ns | which e stand, occurs in our ciies, K
i R | Whnr are we going 1o do abour that? Tlr.rr s une of the facs of lf

’ ) . A SO"d mm) | which even an earnest 1pplrc1rion 0 prmcrples such 4 this convention is
¢ i &n‘é\wm Which ' ‘conceined with, is going to have a hard time changing, 1 am aftaid, How .
' “'IS, and which were once ﬁghrmg i es, have i

the rdeals of good government m '
of rhe st

\ =" the safne kind of self sufﬁcreﬁgjﬁ-ﬂnd understanding and appreciation of
y-on. They ate brushed of wrrhrfdrr. b * the vilte of the individual, which ws in the mind and heart and soul of
; - the pioneer, the fronrrcrsmdn, of a hundred or & hundred and ffty years
\ 6/ 00 .
Somewhere in the process of education, and when I speak of education
. 1 am talking definitely ‘of otganizations and conventions of this kind, ¥ -
" st get into the minds of these people and the undizls(nndmg of these

can v get into the' minds of these people who Ive in the larqer arers
' ss as 1 marrcr of course, and are el ro ,

Ty Y ‘r'r l
7Y r«) dzrad with you on thar, 1 sispec it eich
' 5 §hatrying Yo argue seriously on this subject,
and has founds the so-alled sophrsrrcared person s&kmg cynically about

the whole operation of government and his participation in it Frankly,

it a lile worse than_the case of the woman who was referred to 1 } |+ people the capacity for conceprual thinking which makes'them realize that

. litcle while ago, wha. &wk%ﬂw Al the g00d things. and rmde 0, oy - we still have fronciers, we still Have opportunities for the pioneer.

" tibuton, Becue I ﬂ!r,gseﬂrere was gnornce and of underian ding ” Anotfier thing which I think, perhaps, may be the result of %ch of the '
In rhc C’ISC of the srrmm thete is undersr‘rndmg there is erperlemc v T . things ['am talking shou i the cynicish which reult from uhappines,

‘ M
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the case of the sophisticate who has not found.d place in life, the older
person who becorges more introspective as B\ goeNtlong, the person in |
the meteapolitan area who his less caicity for the 3 |
Jam tdwng aboue. We find more of 1 desire for "Piectof Mind," and
, comfort of the body, than we once had, when the life verage was efgheen, !
twenty-hve, thirty, or even forty years
Peaple had less thoughe abour “Pence of Mind” in those days, and
comfort of body, than they have now, It is very signifiant, ] chink, chat
books like Peace of ind and Hotw To Stop Worying, and $6%0. e best |
sellers todsy. It is most significant chat people are thinking in'those terms
rathiet than in terms of geing out and meeting a frontier, !
How can we compensate {6 the trends in human life whicl bring these
- attitudes? What process of education is availible i accomplish that end?
* What possibiliceg lie in the field of teligion? How cun we nake men !
and women - think mote of theirsglace in 3 'world in which they, as in-
dividuals, are charged with tesponsibileay solving the problems of this
kind, rather than having someone else comfort‘ them, give them peace of - :
mind, and the pleasures of good living? ‘ |
OF course, I am not minimizing the importance of making people as .
peaceful in mind a5 possible, We have enough hysteria, We have enough
hospital fifed with mentally ill patents a¢ it is. The good Lord seems to
provide a5 many burdles as possible 1o challenge the potentialities that
we have, up to the limit; chat seems to be  part of the plan. But we are.
 aving enough wreckage resulting from it ac the preseat time-~~perlaps
because of our own ineptness in meeting the challenge, Certainly we must
be thinking pretty hard about how to condition our people in their younger '
ﬂs 50 that they will" be able to meet thege ﬁrises without the tensions
the breaks which we are getting now, if we are to have the resourcelu]
citizenship which we need. . - '
We differ a5 citizens today, Because we live in situations which are
+much more different—milien, if you wish w0 call it by & $64 word, Qur |
local, national, and international problents are much mote complex than
they used o be. There is much greater necessity for training now than.
there onee was. A man with 2 menger education could, through the ex.
: perience of the ife which he lived in those dags, come to- thes Presidency
“of the United States and make a grear contrbution, 1 did“Washingror{,
éi;‘incoln,_and othets, Neither Was.hj}ngron dor Lincoln was 4 college.* |
“triined man, e " oo
* Who's Who in Amerits indicates -t'f)day.that men and women who achieve
Bt success are predominantly pniversity raduates. The never-ending
vicissirudes of life, today, both for individual success 15 well as for useful -

. !
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participation in the public interest, require o much larger base’of educa-
tion and training tgy meet the grear complexity of che problems which
face them. We call increasingli upon science to solve the problems which
face us, and to free us from the penaties of ignorance. We mark with pride
the achievements of science in overcoming bodily diseases and making it
possible to preventthem. Ao,

We are beginning to_work in the feld of mental and emotionl .

* balance—sill inother one of those Frontiers in which we hase grea\t need
for furthey professional taining and experience. . And, unfortunately, we
have 2 much greater facility for scientific misuse of scientific discoveries

,than wehave,for benefcil use. In fac, the opportunity for misuse seems
to be the greatest challonge for scientifc discovery, . .

Despite Ml the advanages of our presen siuation we, seem to be.
les able to think In' terms of the soul, which is making the journey in
this body of clay, through this life which we are living. We seem less
able to ghink in terms of universal plans, regions, and purposés for our

» being here and the part which we are supposed to be playing in this life

We, scem ever more inclined to think in tetms of gathering g lot of
things about us, squeezing as much pleasure as we can out of life, and
dodging the responsibilcies which come on the higher level
T am not a minister. I do not profess {ffbe a preacher, I am merely
giving gou a lgman's observation of how the thing strikes me. I feel, vegy
profoundly, that we have lost greatly at that pactictlac point over tel}e

'day of the pioneer of whom sp&e 2 moment ago. His Bible reading and
his reverent taking with God wis a dall funily dfbigs .

We Hhve bigger telescopes. We can see further than v used"to. We
seem to have less"'ség}n‘ig minds and more handicapped souls. . . . |

One of the great values wp have today, as contrasted with the Citizenry
of a hundred or more years ago, is the wealth of organizations which we
have, I agreé thoroughly with the previéus sfaker who spoke in térms of

’
s

Of course, thaesbrings e back to this organization with the cultdtes
and experiences and progtamt of work which are répresented here. The
opportunity which gomes'fogya pooling of interests, the pooling of ac-
rivities for achievement of these ends Sometimes, uhfqrtunatély, thgﬁe
organizations are used for virius specialied purposes, Sometimes thej
gow inward in their activiis,. becoming selfish “and dissipating the -
energies of those who work fn them. Sometimes they ven get into verj
fuile inter-grou rivlries which ekpend  the energies nn%{he money of
those Who should be concerned with larges objectives. b

. Burchat'is part of the process of ciizenship, too—50 I suppose we have

‘
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nothing to complain about, We have plenty of that in government, plenty
- of that in Congress, and plenty in the courts,

Now, [ have a bit of inspiational material here which ws prepared in
advancefor  press selease, and | promised to give it So I will. Pehaps
it bay come, pertinently enough, after the more general observations;

“Leadership in the community of nations hegheen thrust upon us, and
i fequites our undersmnd&ng of other peoples and of conditions through-
out the world, The inventions of our age have brought the problems of

far-away phces cloge to our heatthside, To survive decently, we must bead
nature—all her new wonders—to constructive purposes.

“Todsy's Ametican Citizen must live his citizenship every day of the
year—year in and year out. His cannot Be the kind: of patriotism  that
fequites & dramatic cisis o 4 war to become aroused, His cannot be the
kind of citzenship thar s brought our of morhballs and dusted off for
Fourtn of July parades or ‘T Am an Ametican’ days"

Do not think I'am minimizing the importance of those things, becuse”
1-am not. But my point is merely to emphasize that it must be more

.:than chat..lt must be more continuing than that, It must be more thinking -
- than thor, :
" "Today, the effective ciizen must study the  needs of his local and
wotldwide commugstfand meet them to the best of his ability, whether it
means jury duty or campaigning for more adequate salaties for public

servants, or studying the issues that perplex the best of s in r?hg‘imricate o

maze of world affairs” .. o
-, T'may say here*by way of interpoliion, that 1 believe rﬁgrd'ugljly in-
diret participation in local and state and rationa] afats, A p'erson who
tlls you he does not believe in pressure groups s just refusing to look
at the realities of life. The world is ful of pressure groups, Washingon
/15 bl of pressure groups. Lepisarion s beitg written by pressure groups
"M'f-"group which does not get in and do 1 it prlbsuring is filing 1o *
“belpprserve the bulnce which mst be preserved if legishacon is 1o be
, f&l‘y tepresentative of 4l the interests of I, togethet,
| Lc s “gathet. Angpiration and strength from ,cooperating -in these
esgies. Fet s fitef our efes upon the higher gorls and join togethet
in ‘BEEu}ing the"valves that make Ametica gaeat. The horizons which face
-today's Americin cititens are wide and rich wih potentialities. Let us rise
- to-their” challenge, nognly with' the ‘oxp ‘n'ence“ which hascome o us
from oz older and mofe sophisticated civilization, but, at the same time
with the enthusiasm and youthful vitalty which characterized vs n our
earlier yeass” ..’;;‘rﬁ::: |
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EXCERPTS FROM THE GROUP REPORTS

S P
v » We nted to avoid playing into the hands of subvetsives by making
honest political action and: social liberalism synomymons with communismn,

"Respecrable persons” may thus néutralze social action groups and leave the
field of social action to subsersives.

> How to build civic responsibility? We must demand civic respon-
sibilty, not just of the poor, but of the welltodo. For civic responsibilty
we need not metely more education but 4 cerain high quality of educa-
tion with 4 content centered on fife problens,

> The term “din"Politics” Jabels the American science of government

1 incompetent and unclea, The fact that many serve our govetnment
altruistically is ignored.

P Al to0 often the ordinary person does not feel that polmcs belongs

to him. It seems to be the possession of some mysterious “others.”

» What cin we do to get government of the people? The firs prac.
tical step to atain such a change is to discover methods of communication

and expression that will interest all kinds of groups and. thus g the-

wice of the people.

" > One of the bes ways to inerest the average citizen in politics is by
eveloping a yeat-tound program in citizenship education, rather chan
waiting for election day to give out information. Groups of citizens, chosen
tegardless of party-lines, could be brotight together to discuss issues to be
voted upon, civic responsibilities, or ways of promoting good. govetnment,

> Youth shotld be galled in everywhcre decisions are being made.

They shonld be asked t state theit- peint of view openly and to assuhe

 their et of the responsnbnhty We must ot sell young. peaple shor!
We mist encourage them in every way possible.

> It is most important thae American citizens concetn themselves with
Jocal problems. Unless local problems can be solved, national and incet-
. national problems ate apt to be badly bandled;

> 'I'hc authennc Ametican tadition of “cloommg the friendless and
oppressed s suated in ¢ Zpoem on the base of the Statve of Liberty is
opposed by the rative

L ‘ ’

always Soperor o “dlns” - © S :‘"i.-‘

> Amefiean améth‘éhould tedlize that Ametican pohcy 1broad s’
* being ressted not hecaust it is democratic, but becatse obr polmcal dals
- 1nd our economic symm afe not amcnlated ~ \

periotity - belef that old stock Ameticans pre
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PLANNING COMMITTEE s

[ronench I ALLEN, judge e United States Circuit Cyure of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit

Mas. AurHUR M. ANDERSON, president, Narional Bosed, Young Women's
Christian Association

Ronexr N, ANDERSON, special assistant o e Attorney General of the
United States’

WiLLIAM R. ARNoLD, bishop, clucf of the chaplains of the Army, 197-1944

Lyt W, Astuy, assistant sectetary for professional relations, National Edu-
Jcation Association

PAUL D. BAGWELL, president, United States ]nmor Chamber of Commerce

Kawt, H. Bruns, astistant sccretary for business, National Education Asso-
ciation

 LELAND P. BRADFORD, executive sectetary, Department of Adult Educacion,

National Education Association
Mgs, . L. Brair BUCk, presicent, General Fedetation of Women's Clubs

FRANKLIN L, BURDETTE, professor of government and politcs, Universiy of

Mayland; and editor, National Foundation for Education on American
Citizenship

LE0 M. CADISON, acting dnrccwr Public Infotmanon United States Depart-
ment of Justice

- |AMES B. CAREY, secretarytreasurer, Congress of Industrial Organizations

THRRON LAMAR CAUDLE, assstant attomey general, Tax Division, United
States Department of Justice ,

Hengy P, CHANDLER, director, Administrative Oche of the United Sntcs
Courts . -

GORDON li%ow editor, The A?ncbmm International Association of Ma-
chinists

Mas. STANLEY G. COOK, national chaiemgn-of leglslnuon National Congress
of Pagents and Teqchers

, GEORGE B, CORVIN, secretary, National Councxl "Young Men’s Christian

Association
GEoRGE V. DENNY, JR,, president, The Town Hall Inc.
+ STANLEY E: Divon, divisional duector Departme’nt of Social Studies, De-
troit Public Schools gy,
 Hary K. Ey, national ditector, School Rclmonsh s Boy Scouts of America
, RHeA M, ECkeL, evecutive séctetay, New York fate Citizens' Counci, Inc. -
Mg, VAUGHANC FERGUSON, presiden, Gil Scdﬂtso f the United States of
America. .
WiLLiAM . FLYNN, asistant national director, Argerican ]umor Red Cross
PHILLIP FORNAN, ju ?e of the Umted States stmCt Coutt, Dlsmct of New
Jersey” , 4 e
BBLMONT FARLEY, ditector, Presy zmd Radio Rélanons, Nanohal Education
Asocjation ' i
WiLLARD E. d}wENs execuuve seaetry Nanonal Education Association

%,

e S



0 4 t
. :
/
.
.
L]
‘ .
i .
.
WV v
;
PR . .
’ "o - '
.
“

o
ERIC

FullText Provided by ERIC



